
Servites Celebrate Diamond Jubilees
On April 17, Easter Monday, Sr. Mary Lucy Daniels, 92, Sr. Geraldine 
Schulte, 91, and Sr. Mary John VanderLoop, 98, were recognized at a 
Jubilee Mass at Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church, Ladysmith.

Fr. Tony VanderLoop, nephew of Sr. Mary John and a priest of the Archdio-
cese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, presided at the Mass; Fr. Dave Oberts 
and Fr. Inna Reddy Pothireddy were concelebrants. Deacon Doug Sorenson 
assisted at the altar.

Sr. Mary McDermott celebrated her 40th jubilee of religious profession as 
well. 

Following the Mass, family and invited guests joined the jubilarians for 
dinner at JS Supper Club, Ladysmith.

Background

All three diamond jubilarians grew 
up in the Diocese of Superior. Sr. 
Geraldine is from Cumberland; Sr. 
Lucy, from Weyerhaeuser; and Sr. 
Mary John, from Tony.All three 
became novices during World War 
II, in August 1941, and took first 
vows in 1942.

“It’s rare enough to have one sister 
reach this milestone, let alone three 
in the same year,” said Sr. Theresa 
Sandok, president of the Servites. 

Sister Lucy

The Servants of Mary started 
teaching in Weyerhaeuser in 1936, 
and that’s where Sr. Lucy first 
encountered them. “That made a big 
impression on me,” she remembers.

Her mother also corresponded with 
a former teacher, a Benedictine 
nun distantly related to St. Therese 
of Lisieux, and Sr. Lucy was 
impressed by the nun’s epistolary 
skills.

Continued on Page 4

From left, Servite Sisters Mary John 
VanderLoop, Geraldine Schulte, and 
Mary Lucy Daniels celebrated their 
diamond jubilees in 2017. They were 
honored at a Mass on Easter Monday 
at Our Lady of Sorrows, Ladysmith.



The Time is Not Now!
As I write this, our nation is still reeling from the Oc-
tober 1 massacre in Las Vegas, yet another in the fast-
growing list of attacks that have left 
scores of people dead and hundreds 
more wounded. 

Sadly, mass shootings have become 
so commonplace in our country that 
there is a website devoted solely to 
compiling the grim statistics day by 
day: Mass Shooting Tracker. October 
1, 2017, the 273rd day of the year, 
marked the 337th mass shooting in 
the U.S. this year, resulting in a total 
of 469 killed and 1,751 injured. Gun 
violence is a leading cause of death in 
America. 

This tragic epidemic of gun violence 
cries out for a response from all people 
of good will. There are those who 
say, “Now is not the time to be rais-
ing the issue,” seeming to imply that 
a right time will come, perhaps after people have had a 
chance to mourn. But with a mass shooting happening 
on average more than once a day, you can see how this 
now-is-not-the-time logic has the effect of postponing the 
conversation forever.

For Gospel people, it is always the right time to defend 
human life and dignity. Make no mistake about it – gun 
violence is just as much a prolife issue as abortion. So 
too, are racism, immigration, the death penalty, human 
trafficking, genocide, terrorism, healthcare, unemploy-
ment, care of creation, sexual abuse, LGBT rights, the 
plight of refugees, access to clean water, food, sanita-
tion, and medicine, etc. To quote Cardinal Joseph Ber-
nardin, all life issues form a “seamless garment.” 

When we reflect on the enormity of human suffering 
in the world – so much of it caused by human cruelty, 
injustice, and often just plain ignorance – we can feel 
overwhelmed and paralyzed to act. At such times it’s 
comforting to remind ourselves that it’s not our job to 
save the world and right all wrongs. All we are asked to 

do, no more and no less, is to do all that we can to make 
our world a better place. 

“It helps, now and then,” wrote Saginaw Bishop Ken 
Untener, “to step back and take a long view. The king-
dom is not only beyond our efforts, it is even beyond 
our vision. We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny 
fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is God’s work. 
Nothing we do is complete, which is a way of saying 
that the kingdom always lies beyond us.”

Each of us is called to address some “tiny fraction” of 
that magnificent enterprise.

Sister Helen Prejean, for example, 
found her call in 1981, when she began 
her prison ministry in Louisiana’s 
Angola State Prison and became the 
spiritual advisor of a convicted killer 
sentenced to die in the electric chair. 
That experience, related in her book 
“Dead Man Walking” and later made 
into a movie, set her on the course of 
becoming a lifelong advocate for the 
abolition of the death penalty.

Malala Yousafzai was only twelve 
years old when she started blogging 
for the BBC about her experiences in 
Pakistan and advocating for the right of 
girls to education. The Taliban attempt-
ed to assassinate her on the bus home 
from school. She survived the brutal at-
tack and became an even more forceful 

voice for the 130 million girls out of school worldwide.

San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick took 
a knee during the national anthem in protest of the op-
pression of black people and people of color in the United 
States. For this he was blacklisted by the NFL and called 
an expletive by President Trump. “To me,” said Kaeper-
nick, “this is bigger than football, and it would be selfish 
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Theresa Sandok, OSM



Servite Sisters Leave Florida
after Nearly 50 Years

The ministry and presence of Ladysmith 
Servite Sisters in Florida came to an end 
in October 2017, when the last three 
remaining Sisters moved north.

Sisters Loretta Lonsdorf and Rosanne 
Fogarty moved to Rice Lake, Wisconsin, 
and Sister Jeannine Percy moved to Ad-
dolorata Villa in Wheeling, Illinois.

Sister Loretta began ministering in 
Brooksville, Florida, at St. Anthony 
Parish in 1982 as director of the RCIA 
program for those entering the church. 
She retired in 1999 and volunteered in 
various areas of parish ministry before 
moving to Sun City Center, Florida, in 
2010.

Sister Rosanne arrived in Sun City Cen-
ter in 2005. She did music ministry at St. Anne’s Parish in Ruskin and at 
Our lady of Guadalupe Parish in Wimauma. She also worked in Hospice 
and prison ministry.

Sister Jeannine also moved to Sun City Center in 2005 and worked as a 
consultant with religious communities that sponsor health systems and with 
leadership teams of women’s religious institutes.

The first Servite Sister to arrive in Florida was Sister Mary Charles Prince, 
who moved there in the late 1960s and taught French in the Pinellas County 
Schools until she retired 1984. She died in St. Petersburg in 2007 at age 89.

Sister Mary Angelica Vogel lived in the Florida Keys from 1972 to 1975 and 
taught at San Pablo School in Marathon, where she also served as principal.

Sister Rosalie Hennessey moved to Tampa in 1982 and served for ten years 
as executive director of Alpha House of Tampa, a crisis center for pregnant 
women. Alpha showed its appreciation for her service in 2001 by naming 
a new building “The Rosalie Center” in her honor. She retired to Sun City 
Center and died in 2011 at age 82.

Sister Rosemary Mayer went to Orlando in 1984 to serve as an administra-
tive assistant at Orlando’s BETA Center, an organization that assists teen 
mothers and at-risk families. She retired in 2003 and continued to live in 
Orlando, where she died in 2017 at age 85.

All told, the presence of Servite Sisters in Florida spanned nearly 50 years.

(Above) 
From left, Sisters Rosanne Fogarty, 
Rosemary Mayer, Rosalie Hennessey, 
and Jeannine Percy celebrate 
Christmas together in Florida in 2005.
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to know a Notre Dame Sister who came home to visit 
family in the summer, and those visits also spurred 
interest in a religious vocation. When she was old 
enough, she decided to join the Servants of Mary. “I’ve 
always been attracted to prayer and silence and so on, 
and I think that’s one of the things that drew me to the 
sisters,” she added.

Sr. Geraldine graduated from Viterbo University, La 
Crosse, with a bachelor’s in biology and a minor in 
mathematics. She went on to earn a master’s degree in 
natural science from the University of Oklahoma.

Teaching was Sr. Geraldine’s ministry for much of her 
professed life. “I used to like teaching,” she added. “I 
taught in many places. I taught in New Jersey and West 
Virginia and Illinois.” She taught every grade from one 
through eight, as well as in a Catholic high school and 
at Mount Senario College, the Servites’ former college 
in Ladysmith. “I had a lot of subjects to teach,” she said 
with a laugh.

In 75 years of being a professed Servant of Mary, Sr. 
Geraldine has had the opportunity to go places she 
wouldn’t have otherwise gone, and to enjoy experiences 
she wouldn’t have otherwise had. “I’ve always been 
able to do things that I don’t think I would have thought 
of doing,” she said.

Sister Mary John

Before and briefly after she joined the Servites, Sr. 
Mary John was a teacher. “I wasn’t successful at that,” 
she said. “I wasn’t able to handle the children, so I quit 
that with tears.”

She switched careers, taking a nurse’s aide position at 
St. Mary’s Hospital, Ladysmith, and that’s where she 
encountered the Servites, who fostered her vocation. 
She was also the first of three family members to 
profess a religious vocation; her sister, Servite Sr. Mary 
Bernice VanderLoop, joined her in the convent in 1947. 
Sr. Mary John credits Sr. Mary Bernice, who died in 
2011, with inspiring their nephew’s vocation to the 
priesthood.

After entering the convent in 1941 and professing first 
vows in 1942, Sr. Mary John taught elementary school 

She had plenty of time to interact with the Servites 
during a three-week hospital stay following a surgery – 
the hospital was staffed by sisters – and Sr. Lucy knew 
when she was very young that she wanted to join the 
community.

But, the oldest of 14 children, Sr. Lucy was needed at 
home. She wanted to join at age 12, and her mother let 
her go when she was 15. “I was the first one to leave 
home, and of course, my mother wasn’t too happy 
about that,” she added.

But, in the end, Sr. Lucy was there for her mother. After 
retiring in 1995, she returned to Weyerhaeuser until her 
mother’s death. “I left her with all those little children, 
and I came back to care for her in her old age,” she said.

In her 75 years of professed life, Sr. Lucy has embarked 
on many ministries – teaching in various capacities, 
serving as the Servites’ director of novices and postu-
lants, and working as a licensed administrator of a 
nursing home in Illinois, to name a few.

“I’d always been interested in the sick and the dying,” 
she added. “Of course, my calling was really with the 
sick and dying, and not at a desk.” So, she took classes 
in clinical pastoral education at St. Joseph Hospital, St. 
Paul, and ultimately worked in pastoral care. “I was the 
first woman chaplain at Ladysmith since 1912,” she 
said. “I was so happy, because I could be with the sick 
and the dying.”

She worked in hospital chaplaincy from 1978 until her 
retirement in 1995. These days, Sr. Lucy greets parish-
ioners at Our Lady of Sorrows, Ladysmith, and – in her 
words – “I talk a lot.”

“I really didn’t have a temptation to ever leave or go 
home,” she said of her vocation. “I felt like this was the 
right vocation for me, and I feel so grateful … I feel so, 
so blessed … to be a sister and a Servant of Mary.”

Sister Geraldine

For Sr. Geraldine, interacting with Servite sisters 
inspired her vocation. “When I was growing up, the 
sisters use to come to our town during the summer,” she 
said. It was the way they acted, especially the younger 
sisters, that caught her attention. Sr. Geraldine also got 

3 Servites Celebrate 75-Year Jubilees
Continued from Page 1

Continued on next page
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for a few more years before enrolling in St. Francis School of Nursing, La 
Crosse. Her career in health care spanned three decades – after beginning 
in general nursing, Sr. Mary John helped open a hospital in Kewanee as an 
administrator, and then returned to Ladysmith to serve as director of nursing 
at St. Mary’s Hospital and St. Joseph on the Flambeau Nursing Home. She 
was later a staff nurse at Rusk County Memorial Hospital and served many 
years on the Servites’ leadership team.

After retirement, Sr. Mary John continued her ministry in peace and justice 
advocacy. Well into her 90s, she was sharing Gospel wisdom on the local 
radio station.

Today, age 98, she’s in an assisted living facility. Linda Reissner, who has 
been helping with the sister’s hair, nails and personal care for the past two 
years, was told Sr. Mary John was “one of the most meticulous nurses at 
one of the hospitals here in town.”

“She is just one of the sweetest and most pleasant and absolutely kindest 
people I’ve ever met,” Reissner added.

Sister Mary McDermott celebrated 
40 years of religious profession
along with the Sisters who cele-
brated their diamond jubilees 
on April 17. She was born in St. 
Louis, Missouri, on August 7, 
1950, the third of six children. 
She entered the convent in 1975 
and professed first vows in 1977. 
She earned a bachelor of science 
degree in medical technology 
from the University of Minnesota. 
She ministered as a medical tech-
nologist for more than 30 years at 
Rush University Medical Center 
in Chicago. She now lives at the 
Sisters’ residence in Ladysmith.

Sister Mary Celebrates 40 Years
of Profession

75-Year Jubilarians
Continued from previous page

on my part to look the other way. 
There are bodies in the street and 
people getting paid leave and getting 
away with murder.”

There is a common thread running 
through these stories and thousands 
more like them, namely, that in the 
face of an intolerable human situa-
tion, an individual feels compelled 
to respond, to do whatever he or she 
can in order to right the wrong, re-
gardless of the consequences to self.

Such people of courage inspire 
courage in others. The task seems 
less daunting and the goal more 
achievable when we work toward
it with others. Pope Francis 
@Pontifex recently tweeted: “When 
you experience bitterness, put your 
faith in all those who still work for 
good: in their humility lies the seed 
of a new world.”

This commitment to work together 
for the common good is reflected 
in a resolution of the Leadership 
Conference of Religious Women: 
“We pledge prayer, education, and 
advocacy and commit to using our 
collective voice, resources, and 
power in collaboration with others 
to establish justice which reflects 
God’s abundant love and desire that 
all may have life.”

There is plenty of work for all of us 
to do. We need only listen to what 
echoes in our hearts in order to 
know where we are called and feel 
compelled to act.

In the words of an ancient Jewish 
elder: “If not us, who? If not now, 
when?”

Sister Theresa Sandok, OSM

President’s Message
Continued from Page 2

By Anita Draper
Superior Catholic Herald (4 May 2017) 
Reprinted with permission of the author
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Ella Fitzgerald once said: “The only 
thing better than singing is more 
singing” – a sentiment shared by 
several Servite Sisters, who manage 
to eke out time in their busy sched-
ules for singing.

Sister Cecilia Fandel sings with 
the Superior Diocesan Chorale, a 
group whose members come from 
across the diocese. They practice in 
the former Servants of Mary moth-
erhouse in Ladysmith, convenient 
for its central location. The group 
performs for liturgical events at the 
cathedral in Superior, in parishes, 
and abroad. Asked why she joined 
the Chorale, Sister Cecilia said: “I 
love to sing. I get a spiritual joy 
from singing religious songs.” One 
of her favorites is Alison Krauss’s 
“Down to the River to Pray,” popu-
larized in the film “O Brother, 
Where Art Thou?”

Until recently, Sister Rosanne 
Fogarty sang with the Women’s 
Chorus of Sun City Center, Florida. 
The group performs both secular 

Singing Their Hearts Out
and sacred choral 
music and pres-
ents a concert 
twice a year. Sister 
Rosanne joined the 
chorus because, 
she said, “I like to 
sing with a group 
of people. I think 
I have something 
to contribute 
with my voice.” 
Apparently, others 
think so, too. In 
the year 2000 she 
was one of 57 
new members selected from over 
600 Catholic nuns who submitted 
audition tapes to join the Sisters in 
Song choir. Directed by Christopher 
Walker, the choir was comprised 
of 80 sisters from over 50 religious 
congregations in 28 states across the 
nation. Their CD “Sisters in Song 
Rejoice!” is still available online.

Sister Theresa Sandok sings with a 
massed choir comprised of priests, 
brothers, and sisters in the Arch-
diocese of Milwaukee. The choir 
performs at an annual liturgical 
service celebrating consecrated 
life. Archbishop Jerome Listecki 
presided at this year’s event, 
“Enflamed by the Spirit,” which 
took place on Pentecost Sunday in 
St. Joseph Chapel, a magnificent, 
century-old edifice located on the 
campus of the School Sisters of St. 
Francis. Sister Theresa, who also 
serves on the planning committee, 
said: “My favorite piece this year 
was Johann Geisler’s ‘Die Frucht 
des Geistes ist Liebe’ (‘The Fruit of 
the Spirit is Love’), despite the chal-
lenge of singing in German.”

Sister Rita Stoeberl joined St. Mary 
of Vernon Adult Choir in Indian 
Creek, Illinois, in 2001, as a way of 

getting involved in the parish. The 
choir sings all types of church music, 
from familiar hymns and spirituals 
to classical pieces, such as selections 
from Handel’s Messiah. “What I 
like about being a part of the choir,” 
she said, “is the sense of community 
and caring among the members. It’s 
almost like an extended family.” 
One of her favorite songs is “Rise, 
O Jerusalem,” sung at the end of 
the Holy Saturday service. Shalom 
Media USA has selected the St. 
Mary of Vernon Adult Choir as one 
of the Chicago-area church choirs to 
feature on its website.

Sister Barbara Thomalla performs 
with Harmonic Relief, a show choir 
in the Twin Cities. The group’s 
repertoire includes folk, rock, show 
tunes, jazz, and contemporary music, 
along with choreographed dance 
ensembles. They present an annual 
spring show in May and perform 
outdoor concerts in summer. Sister 
Barbara, who works as a public 
health nurse, said she joined the 
choir because “I like singing and 

Above: Sister Barbara Thomalla, 
center, performs with the Twin Cities 

show choir Harmonic Relief.

(CD Cover) Sister Rosanne Fogarty 
sang with the chorus of 80 Catholic 
nuns from across the nation who 
recorded “Sisters in Song Rejoice!”  
Proceeds help fund retirement needs of 
religious sisters, brothers, and priests.

Continued at bottom of next page



Left: Sister Rita Stoeberl cantors 
at St. Mary of Vernon Catholic 
Church in Indian Creek, Illinois.

The Ladysmith Servite Sisters were honored as this year’s 
recipient of the Community Legacy Award at the annual 
awards banquet of the Greater Ladysmith Area Chamber of 
Commerce on April 20, 2017. 

In nominating the Sisters for the award, Nancy Wheeler, 
former administrator of Servite Center for Life, wrote: “My 
guess is that there isn’t one person in Ladysmith or even the 
County who hasn’t experienced the legacy of the Servants 
of Mary, whether they know it or not. Who hasn’t had need 
of Rusk County Memorial Hospital or Nursing Home? Who 
hasn’t been taught by, or had children taught by, a local 
teacher who earned his or her teaching credentials at Mount 
Senario College? Even many of our social workers and po-
lice officers earned their degrees at Mount Senario College.” 

Accepting the award on behalf of the Sisters, Sister Cecilia 
Fandel said: “One of the Servants of Mary Sisters’ values 
is service. It’s in our name. It’s what we do. However, what was accom-
plished here in Rusk County was due not only to the Sisters. The Sisters 
have always worked in collaboration with the people in Rusk County. So as 
you celebrate us, we, in turn, thank you for all you have done to make these 
wonderful accomplishments possible.”

The first Sisters came to Ladysmith in 1912 to teach at the parochial school, 
which continues to this day. Once there, they saw the unmet needs of the 
local community and worked to address them. Over the years, the Sisters 
raised money to build and staff a hospital, school of nursing, nursing home, 
college, and ecumenical spirituality outreach program.

At their peak, the Servants of Mary numbered over 180 women. Today, 
though smaller in number, the Sisters continue to contribute to the local 

community by volunteering in any 
number of programs and organi-
zations and, through the Servite 
Center for Life, creating a spiritual 
space and providing enrichment 
programs for the people of the area. 
The Sisters’ grounds, which are 
open to the public, include a laby-
rinth, rain garden, Native American 
medicine wheel, peace pole, flower 
garden, and Sisters’ cemetery. 

Each year the Chamber of Com-
merce presents awards in a variety 
of categories to recognize individu-
als and organizations for outstand-
ing service to the community. This 
year, the Chamber presented thir-
teen awards. Nancy Wheeler, who 
nominated the Servants of Mary, 
was herself honored with the Com-
munity Leader of the Year Award. 
North Cedar Academy, located on 
the campus of the former Mount 
Senario College, received the New 
Venture of the Year Award.

Servants of Mary Receive Legacy Award

Above: Sue Farrell (left) on behalf of 
the Greater Ladysmith Area Chamber 

of Commerce presents the Legacy 
Award to the Servants of Mary, repre-
sented here by Sister Cecilia Fandel.
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performing, and I was looking 
for something fun to do. 
Singing relieves tension from 
the responsibilities of work 
and community.” Among her 
favorite selections is “Ashokan 
Farewell,” whose haunting 
melody was the theme song for 
the Ken Burns PBS special on 
the Civil War.



In Memoriam

Sr. Bonnie Alho, OSM
1942–2017

Sister Bonnie Alho, 74, died peace-
fully on January 28, 2017, at Dove 
Healthcare in Rice Lake, Wiscon-
sin, following a short struggle with 
liver cancer.

She was born in Superior, Wiscon-
sin, on February 6, 1942, to Jack 
and Agnes (Osman) Alho, the old-
est of two children. She joined the 
Servants of Mary in 1958 as a high 
school junior. When she became 
a novice in 1960, she received the 
name Sister Mary Thaddeus. She 
later returned to her baptismal 
name.

She earned a bachelor’s in educa-
tion from Mount Senario College, 
Ladysmith, a master’s in religious 
education from St. Thomas Uni-
versity, Houston, and a certificate 
in clinical pastoral education from 
St. Francis Hospital, La Crosse. 
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Sr. Mary Catherine 
Izral, OSM
1919–2016

Sister Mary Catherine Izral, 97, 
died peacefully on November 17, 
2016, at Regina Senior Living, 
Hastings, Minnesota. Earlier that 
year, she celebrated her 75th jubi-
lee of religious profession.

She was born in Chicago on April 
30, 1919, to John and Teresa (Za-
hora) Izral, who immigrated to the 
U.S. from Jablonka, a village in 
Austria-Hungary that today is part 
of Poland. Her family moved to a 
farm in Catawba, Wisconsin, when 
she was in first grade. 

After completing high school she 
moved back to Chicago, where she 
worked in the hosiery department 
at Sears “when they still had silk 
socks,” she would say with a grin. 

She entered the Servants of Mary 
in 1939 and professed first vows in 
1941.

She earned a bachelor’s degree 
from the College of St. Catherine 
and a master’s from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. She taught in 
Catholic elementary schools in 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, New Jersey, 
and Illinois for 35 years and later 
taught religious education and did 
sacristy work at St. Agnes Parish in 
Saint Paul, Minnesota. 

In 2007, she retired to Regina Se-
nior Living.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents and five sisters. She is sur-
vived by her brother John, a retired 
Catholic priest living in Mississip-
pi, and by the Servite Sisters, with 
whom she shared life for 77 years. 



In Memoriam

She also participated in the Minis-
try to Ministers program at Oblate 
School of Theology, San Antonio.

She taught for eleven years in 
Catholic elementary schools in Il-
linois, Minnesota, New Jersey, and 
Wisconsin. She served for eleven 
years on the staff of the Diocese 
of Superior’s Religious Education 
Department. She ministered for 
ten years as director of religious 
education at our Lady of Sorrows 
Parish, Ladysmith, and for thirteen 
years as pastoral associate at St. 
Joseph Parish, Rice Lake.

In the Diocese of Superior, she 
served on the Diocesan Deacon 
Board and the Superior Mutual 
Ministry Team. She helped establish 
the Marriage Encounter program 
and the Teens Encounter Christ, 
Fiat, and Quest programs for teen-
agers. She helped organize the 
Wisconsin Directors of Religious 
Education Federation and served on 
its board. She also served as assis-
tant to the Saint Peregrine Commu-
nity of Secular Servites.

An avid sports fan, she especially 
enjoyed cheering on the Green Bay 
Packers.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents. She is survived by her 
brother Gregg, nephew Kieran, 
niece Tammie, and the Servite 
Sisters, with whom she shared life 
for 59 years.
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Sr. Teresa Schueller, OSM
1930–2017

Sister Teresa Schueller, 87, died 
peacefully on February 24, 2017, 
at Ladysmith Care Community in 
Ladysmith.

She was born at St. Mary’s Hos-
pital in Ladysmith on February 
24, 1930, to William and Isabella 
(Franzen) Schueller of Jump River, 
the youngest of four children. 

She attended the one-room Pioneer 
School in Jump River for grades 
1–8 and graduated from St. Mary’s 
High School in Ladysmith, where 
she was taught by Servite Sisters. 
She entered the convent in Lady-
smith in 1948 and received the 
name Sister Mary Loyola. She later 
returned to her baptismal name.

Sister Teresa earned a bachelor’s 
degree in home economics from Vit-
erbo University, La Crosse; a mas-

ter’s in counseling psychology from 
Loyola University Chicago; and a 
certificate in spiritual direction from 
St. Norbert College, De Pere.  

Her teaching career spanned nine-
teen years. She taught in elemen-
tary schools staffed by the Ser-
vants of Mary in Minnesota, West 
Virginia, New Jersey, Illinois, and 
Wisconsin; she was principal of Sa-
cred Heart School in Almena; and 
she taught at Servite High School 
in Ladysmith. While teaching at 
Servite High, she also oversaw the 
aspirants, who were high school 
students seeking to be Sisters.

In the Diocese of Superior, she 
worked for Catholic Charities in 
Superior and Rhinelander, was a 
liaison to wives and families in the 
Permanent Deaconate Program, 
and served as a pastoral associate 
at Our Lady Queen of the Universe 
Parish in Woodruff.

She was a counselor with Lutheran 
Social Services and initiated the 
Christian Counseling Service in the 
Woodruff-Rhinelander area. She 
was a hospice chaplain with Dr. 
Kate Home Health & Hospice in 
Woodruff and also ministered as a 
psychotherapist and spiritual guide.

She was preceded in death by  her 
parents, two brothers and a sister. 
She is survived by a sister-in-law, 
Anna, nieces and nephews, and 
the Servite Sisters, with whom she 
shared life for 69 years.
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Every once in a while, we hear a heartwarming story of how a Servite Sis-
ter changed someone’s life.

Recently, Don Tardiff of Frenchtown, New Jersey, sent us this note of ap-
preciation for a Servite Sister who made a lasting difference in his life:

I had always wanted to thank Sister Mary Eileen McGing for helping me 
way back in 1964 (8th grade) at St. Joe’s in Carteret. She made my father 
George make sure I was at the school every morning on Saturday so she 
could work on my stuttering and word vocabulary because, as she said, 
and I quote: “Don will never make it through high school with his stutter-
ing.” Basically, in 1965 I was going to get bullied.

Well, that young lady managed to pull it off, and I 
made it through high school, the work place, family 
(three kids, three grandkids), and life. I have not stut-
tered since 1965. (Correction: I did stutter when I first 
tried to introduce myself to my now wife of 42 years at 
a high school dance when I first saw her.)

My only regret in life was that I did not get a chance 
to thank Sister Mary Eileen while she was still with 
us – but I always thought of her. I would like it if a 
prayer is said over her resting site if possible in my 
name, maybe on her birthday or at your 
convenience.

Thank you very much. 

If you have a memorable story about a Servite Sister 
that you would like to share, please send it to 
Servite Sisters Today, PO Box 389, Ladysmith, Wis. 54848, 
or mhsec@centurytel.net. We look forward to hearing from you.

Grateful Student Thanks Sister Years Later

This fall Sisters Rosemary Fandel, De 
Lourdes Plourde, Marguerite Samz, and 
Cecilia Fandel, aided by our administra-
tive assistant Mary Heintz, participated 
in Rusk County’s annual “Leaf it to 
Rusk” festival by entering Sister Scare-
crow in the scarecrow display. Pictured 
here is Sister Rosemary with their not-
so-scary creation.    

Don Tardifff 
(left) in eighth 
grade, and
(below)
with his wife. 

Sister Scarecrow
and

Sister Rosemary

Sr. Mary Eileen
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Akers, Suzanne J.
 In honor of Servite, Notre 

Dame, & Mercy Sisters I 
have known

Albus, Cynthia & Kevin
Albus, Roger*
Almeroth, Lillian & Bruce, 

OSSM
 In honor of all Servite Sisters
Amerongen, Bernadette J.
Anderson, Melissa 
Anderson, Ruth Ann*
Anonymous*
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM, S. Teresa Schueller, 
OSM

Appel, Catherine & Martin
 In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM
Arts, James*
Bachman-Couser, Charlotte 

& Roland
 In memory of S. Martha 

Kormendy, OSM
Bader, Mary Ann
 In memory of S. Teresa 

Schueller, OSM
Baiardo, S. M. Eugene, OSM*
 In honor of all Servite Sisters
 In memory of S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM, S. Bonnie Alho, 
OSM

Baldizon, Jeanette M.
Baldry, Br. Bede, FSC
 In honor of S. Sandra 

DeGidio, OSM
Baldwin, Deborah
Bannen, John
Bardos, Marcia & John*
Bartol, Kenneth
Bauer, Linda & James
 In memory of Floyd Heinze
Baumann, Catherine
 In honor of S. Virginia 

Schwartz, OSM
Baumgartner, Deborah
 In memory of Vince Rush
Bayer, Jean & John

Beck, Jamie, OSSM
In honor of Servite Sisters
Belter, Ken
Benbenek, Charles
 In memory of S. Casimira 

Benbenek, OSM, Veronica & 
Charles Benbenek

Benbenek, Joseph*
 In memory of S. Casimira 

Benbenek, OSM, S. Bonnie 
Alho, OSM, S. Teresa 
Schueller, OSM

Benik, Daniel
 In honor of S. Clarice 

Gierzak, OSM
 In memory of Carol Benik, 

Debbie Brickner
Benik, Janis
Berchild, Kathleen & John 

D., Jr.
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Berg, Rose Mary*
Bernstein, Daniel
Betthauser, Susan & Robert
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Bianco, Vera & Joseph
Boehler, Alexander*
Boland, Sandra & Thomas
 In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM
Bonacci, Arlene
Bonczyk, Gertie & Frank
 In memory of Helen & John 

Antczak, Sophie & Andrew 
Bonczyk

Bonczyk, Debra & John*
Bornarth, Dorothy
 In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM
Bovy, Barbara & Jerome G.
Bragg, Don L.
Brandt, Frances*
 In honor of Michael Brandt
Brekke, Amy & Richard
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM

Brewster, Jean
  In honor of Servants of Mary
  In memory of John Lee 

Coffield
Bricco, Nancy L.
 In memory of Robert Bricco
Briody, Elizabeth & Marc 

Robinson
 In memory of Mary & 

Leonard Briody, S. Mary 
Alphonse Bradley, OSM

Bruno, Marie & Joseph L.*
 In honor of Louis
Brya, Susan & Terrance
Buritz, Rita J.
 In honor of Sue & David 

Buritz, Jeannette & Dennis 
Buritz

 In memory of Kathy & Gene 
Greider, S. M. Wilhelmina 
Jahns, OSM

Burt, James
 In honor of S. Pat Ferguson, 

OSM
Buscetti, Anthony
 In memory of parents & 

Mark
Busch, David R.
Callis, Rev. Elbert R.
Campanella, Michael C.
Caporale, S. Ann Marie, 

OSM
 In memory of Dorothy 

Giannini
Carroll, James
Casey, Larry
 In memory of Casey, Sirico, 

Santarcangelo & Elefante 
families

Catholic Community Foun-
dation of Minnesota, Rev. 
Richard Wolter Endowment

Cave, Diane
 In memory of S. M. Frances 

Wanbaugh, OSM
Chammings, Frances & 

Robert
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Charipar, Marjorie & Dr. 

Ronald*
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Chilicki, Bev & Constant
Cicha, Raymond J.*
 In memory of Clara Gifford, 

Rudy Cicha
Cima, Rev. Thomas E.
 In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM, S. M. 
Ambrose Vogel, OSM

Coler, Susan
 In honor of S. Mary Rita 

Thompson, OSM

Collier, Gertrude C.
 In memory of Gene Collier, 

Debbie Seroy
Connell, Paul*
Corso, Patricia & Charles*
Cowell, Marilyn & Gary E.
Cremers, Elisabeth Hanley*
Cronick, Kathleen & James*
Csaki, Ronald J.
 In honor of S. Loretta Lons-

dorf, OSM
Curley, Isabel M. & Robert E.
Curlik, Dr. Sharon M.
D’Ercole, Patricia
 In memory of S. Teresa 

Schueller, OSM, S. Bonnie 
Alho, OSM, S. Mary Pat Hill, 
OSM

D’Jock, Dennis F.
 In memory of Carolyn M. 

D’Jock
Dallas, Marge & Jack*
 In memory of Ruby Miller
Daniel, Joan K.
In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Daniels, Yllana & Richard*
Deenihan, Sally*
 In honor of S. Bridie Kelly, 

OSM
 In memory of S. M. Eileen 

McGing, OSM
Dekan, Karl
Deming, Jane & Scott
 In honor of Bobbie 

Amerongen
Dennehy, Daniel T.
DeNoyer, Eugene
 In memory of S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM
Dernovsek, Marian
 In memory S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM
Dernovsek, Mildred*
 In memory of Felix 

Dernovsek, Tony & Dorothy 
Pospisil, Henry Pospisil

DesChatelets, Rita & Ronald
 In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM
Diffell, Mary Ellen
DiMartino, Josephine*
 In memory of Giuseppan-

tonio DiMartino
Diocese of Superior, Very 

Rev. James P. Powers
Dowd, Edmund F.
Drace, Mary Ann
Duhaney, Brenda Veronica
 In honor of retired Sisters
Dunphy, Michael
Dyke, Kathleen & William
 In memory of S. M. Robert 

Semerau, OSM

Donors
Sept. 1, 2016                  Aug. 31, 2017

We are deeply grateful to you, our donors, 
and hold you in our prayers. 

Please notify us If your name has been inadvertently 
omitted or misspelled.

*Indicates muliple gifts during this time period
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Early, Elizabeth
Eckerman, Marie C.
Effertz, Jane & John, OSSM
 In memory of S. Teresa 

Schueller, OSM
Effertz, Angela & Kevin
 In honor of S. M. Dominica 

Effertz, OSM
Effertz, Amanda & Scott A.
Eggert, Robin*
Ehren, Catherine
Eichman, Dr. Peter
 In honor of S. Bridie Kelly, 

OSM
Eller, John*
 In memory of S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM
Elliott, Anjenette
 In memory of Scott Elliott, 

Naser family of Almena
 Embry, Adele S.
 In memory of family members
Esser, Marcella & Frederick*
 In memory of Agnes & Peter 

Esser, Theresa & Reuben 
Baierl

Fameree, Jacqueline
 In honor/memory of Sisters 

who started & worked at St. 
Mary’s Hospital, Kewaunee, 
Wis.

Fandel, Bonnie & Patrick
Fandel, Jan & Albert*
 In memory of Albert Martin 

Fandel, Sr., Theresa Fandel, 
Mary Haasl, Eric Paul 
Fandel, Edward Haasl, 
Tracy Lee Fandel, S. Bonnie 
Alho, OSM

Fandel, Sondra & Richard
 In memory of Richard & 

Mildred Fandel, Mayland & 
Grace Malinouski

Fandel, Sylvia A.*
 In honor of Patrick 
 Cernohous, S. Mary 
 McDermott, OSM
Ferguson, Elaine & Robert L.*
Ferrer, Namie & Dr. Modesto 

M.
Ferry, Margaret & Wilbert*
 In honor of Margaret & Will 

Ferry family
Ferwerda, Dr. James,
Finn, Mary L.
Finnegan, Margaret
Fitzpatrick, Bernadette
 In memory of S. M. De Sales 

Fitzpatrick, OSM
Floberg, Rose: Dewey 

Floberg Memorial
 In memory of Dewey 

Floberg, Carmen Vacho, 
Tony Vacho, Sr., Carol 
Vacho, Sgt. Nathan Vacho

Franceschini, Rev. Eugene 
Mark, OSM

Franciscan Sisters of 
Perpetual Adoration

Francois, Joan
Freire, Guillermo
Fromolz, Delores & Mike
 In memory of S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM
Fuchs, Donna Mae & Family
 In memory of Paul Geo. Fuchs
Fuchs, Jackie & Mike
 In honor of the Servants of 

Mary Sisters
 In memory of Paul Fuchs, 

Joe Proden
Fucik, Althea & William
 In memory of Edwin J. & 

Marie T. Kraft, Edwin S. 
Kraft

Fusco, Angelo
Gahlinger, David L.
Galetka, Tilly, OSSM*
 In memory of S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM, S. Bonnie Alho, 
OSM

Gasker, Mary M.
 In memory of S. Martha 

Kormendy, OSM, S. M. 
Sophia Jaskot, OSM

Gaydos, Emory & Sylvia 
Mason

 In memory of Rev. Anthony 
Gaydos, OSM, S. Cecilia 
(Dolorita) Gaydos, OSM

Geertsen, Sharon & David
 In honor of S. Theresa 

Sandok, OSM
Geib, Donnell H.
Gilbert, M/M John J.
Glass, Dr. Robert L.*
 In memory of Dortha Glass
Golat, Barb
Gonyer, Eva M.*
 In memory of Leslie E. Gonyer
Gooden, Earl L.
 In memory of Bessie Gooden
Gordon, Rev. Kevin M.*
 In memory of all the Sisters I 

have known, esp. S. Rosemary 
Mayer, OSM, S. Bonnie Alho, 
OSM

Grace, Joan, OSSM
 In honor of S. Bridie Kelly, 

OSM
Green, Major C., III
Gressle, Charles
Gribbon, Susan & John
 In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM
Groothousen, Marion
 In memory of Matt & 
 Florence Timmers, Con & 

Nellie Groothousen

Groothousen, Nancy & 
Joseph

 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 
OSM

Gruenke, Charlie
 In memory of S. Teresa 

Schueller, OSM
Guentner, Rev. Hugh M., 

OSM
 In memory of S. M. Roberta 

Prince, OSM
Guns, Lori & Mark
 In memory of Ted Duch-

nowski, Tom Duchnowski
Gustafson, Jean
 In memory of Caroline & Clar-

ence Gustafson, Jim Meyer
Guzik, Agnes A.
 In memory of Ted Guzik
Haag, Wayne F.
Haas, Mary F.*
 In honor of S. M. Dominica 

Effertz, OSM
 In memory of S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM
Haas, Phyllis
 In memory of S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM
Hafner, Genevieve T.
Hagany, Mike
Hagen, Rev. Gerald A.*
Halada, Sandy
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Hall, Garry D.
Hallen, Marilyn L.*
 In memory of S. M. 

Wilhelmina Jahns, OSM, 
Kathleen & Gene Greider, 
Jim Hallen, Marcy & Ed 
Schmidt

Hammang, Phyllis*
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Hansen, Jane A.
Hanson, Christine*
 In memory of Leona Van 

Gheem
Harridge, Carol
 In honor of S. Sandy 

DeGidio, OSM

Harris, Elizabeth C.
 In honor of S. M. Lucy 

Daniels, OSM
Harter, Penny & Rick
Hayek, John J.
 In memory of Sharon Hayek
Hayes, Lyle N.*
Hegy, Pierre
Heidgen, Mary Ellen & 

Charles F.
Heintz, Mary & Mark
 In memory of Tilly Galetka, 

OSSM
Helbling, Beverly A.
Hennekens, Linda & Fred
Hennessey, Tom
 In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM
Hildebrand, Barb & Chris*
 In honor of all the Sisters’ 

hard work & dedication
Hill, Bob
 In memory of Sara Quinn 

Hill, Sr. Mary Gleason
Hillenbrand, Sandy & Tom
 In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM
Hnath, Kathleen M.
Hoffman, Carlton E.*
Hoffman, Marilyn & James
Hofmeister, Kathy
 In memory of S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM
Holloway, Frances & Patrick
 In memory of S. M. Agatha 

McCormick, OSM
Holzhaeuser, Mary Jo & 

William J.
Hotchkiss, Susan M.
 In honor/memory of S. M. 

Louise Lawinger, OSM, & 
other Servite Sisters who 
ministered at St. Mary’s 
Hospital, Ladysmith, in the 
1950s & 1960s

Howard, Anne L.*
 In honor/memory of all 

Servites
Hurst, Myra*
Iaccino, Dr. David G., DPM
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Iwasyk, John
 In memory of Sister Paul, my 

teacher at St. Domitilla
Jacobson, William H.
 In honor of Betty & Marion 

Jacobson
Jagunich, Anne Weir
Janis, Bertha J.*
 In honor of retired Sisters, 

Kay Muzi (90th birthday)
 In memory of Rose Zayer, 

Jim Stoeberl, Joyce Stankie-
wicz, John Hanson, Robert 
Henke

Jansen, Warren J.
 In honor of Donna
Johnson, Gayle
 In honor of S. Mary John 

VanderLoop, OSM
Jones, Julee & David*
 In honor of Marie Stern
 In memory of Winnie Jones
Jordan, Joan
  In memory of S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM
Kane, Nancy
 In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM
Kaplan, Anne J.*
 In membory of S. M. Eileen 

McGing, OSM
Katona, Clara & Tom
 In memory of S. Lucille 

McLaughlin, OSM, Phoebe 
Talamini

Kazek, Joann & Joseph A.
 In memory of Dana-Jo Kazek 

Markland
Keating, Patricia*
Kelly, William
 In memory of Alice Kelly, 

S. M. De Sales Fitzpatrick, 
OSM

Kennen, Tammy & Dennis, 
OSSM

 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 
OSM

Kenter, Eileen
Kerber, Bob
 In memory of Rita Kerber
Kesan, Bev & Frank
 In memory of Kesan & 

Thorson families
Kester, Donald E.*
Keup, Luella
Kilkus, Florence M.
 In memory of Vincent Kilkus
Kjome, June
Klemko, Joan & James
 In memory of Richard & 

Mildred Fandel
Kline, Kathleen
Knights of Columbus 

Council 2481, Ladysmith

Kohn, Marlene*
 In honor/memory of Kohn-

Hajicek f family
Kolanczyk, Corina Piper*
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Kopil, Rose
 In memory of Brady, Kopil, 

Trustrum families
Kosciulek, Gary J.
Kostick, Gertrude & Roman
 In memory of Peter & 
 Katherine Kostick, Charles 

& Ann Cukla
Kotten, Mary K.
 In memory Jerome Kotten
Kowalski, Evelyn A.*
 In memory of Steve Kowalski
Krajewski, Juna & Thomas*
Krcma, Diane
 In memory of Annette Schultz
Krogan, Michael G.
 In memory of S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM
Kroll, John E.
 In memory of Joanie Kroll
Kronhelm, Gar
Krzeczowski, Mary
 In honor of S. Margaret 

Valois, OSM
Krzyzaniak, Clara & 

William
Kubisiak, Clara & John
Kucan, Virginia & George
 In honor/memory of Sisters 

who taught at St. Paul’s, 
Weirton, W.Va.

Kuhle, Virginia*
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Kunkel, Karen & Jack*
 In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM
Kurz, Jo Ann & George
Kurz, Janet E.
Kurzeka, Kathie & 

Richard* 
 In memory of Marven & 

Margaret Kurzeka
Kvist, Audrey & Don
 In honor of S. M. John 

VanderLoop, OSM
 In memory of S. M. Bernice 

VanderLoop, OSM, Marie 
Haasl, Eunice Rybicki, 
Eileen Rotta

Lakawitch, Eileen & Steve
 In memory of S. M. De Sales 

Fitzpatrick, OSM
Landry, Diane Becker
 In honor of S. Loretta Lons-

dorf, OSM, S. M. Dominica 
Effertz, OSM

 In memory of Vivian & Paul 
Becker, S. M. Christina 
Gelting, OSM

Lasack, Leonard F.
 In memory Albert E. Lasack
Leahy, Dr. Richard
Lee, Dorothy F.
Lee, Katie & Randy
 In honor of S. Sharon 

McCarthy, OSM
Lehmann, Betty A.
Lemire, Maureen Frawley
Leniewski, Leonard W.*
 In memory Bernard & Helen 

Leniewski
Levy, Lowell & Delores
Lewis, Sally L.
 In memory of Doris Lewis
Lieser, Betty
 In memory of G. Joseph & 

Irene Lieser
Lippeth, Dawn L.
 In honor of S. Bridie Kelly, 

OSM
Lisius, Lucille
Longo, Joe
Lopez, Luis A.
 In memory of Coralia R. Lopez
Lorenzen, S. Rosemary, CSJ
 In memory of S. Rosemary 

Mayer, OSM
Ludescher, Rev. Kenneth
 In honor of S. Clarice 

Gierzak, OSM
Luplow, Mary Ann*
 In memory of S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM, Alexandria & 
Rocco Malfese, Constantine 
Malfese, S. Teresa Schueller, 
OSM

Maas, Carol A.
Maas, Catherine & John M.
Machac, Rita A.
 In honor of retired Sisters
 In memory of Joanna Morgan
Maher, Steven A.*
Mahieu, Angela & John
 In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM
Major, Arthur, Jr.
 In honor of Agnes Bailey
Malaise, Elenore & Gordon
Manhart, Julia Held
 In memory of Julia Mayoros 

Held, Mary & Steve 
Mayoras, Elizabeth Mayoros 
Bienkowski

Manor, Susan
 In memory of Lorraine & 

Charles Michels, Patricia 
Stelzer

Marcouiller, Don
 In honor of S. Loretta 
 Lonsdorf, OSM
Mark, Dolores M.
 In memory of Norman L. Mark
Martin, Patrick

Marty, Elaine K.
Maruyama, Nancy*
Mascia, Karin & Patrick*
Masterjohn, Jan, OSSM*
 In memory of Masterjohn 

& Glau families, S. Bonnie 
Alho, OSM

Matson, Glenn C.*
 In memory of Helen E. 

Koehler Matson
Maurin, Faye & Dennis*
 In honor of Charles A. Behan, 

Landen Dell, Denise Bolner, 
Getty Guerin, Brenda Zear-
inger, Elaine Hinojosa, Fr. 
John A., John Dupre

 In memory of Daniel Bolner, 
Sr., Louis, Sr. & Joan Maurin, 
Louis Maurin, Jr., Robert 
Mauren, Daniel Bolner, III

Mayer, Patricia & William
 In memory of S. Rosemary 

Mayer, OSM
McCarthy, Tim Deveny
McClintock, Michael R.
McDermott, Doris & Richard*
 In memory of Leonard & 

Bertha McDermott, Joseph 
& Mildred Reichert

McDonough, John P.
McGinley, S. Noreen
 In honor of S. Bridie Kelly, 

OSM
McGlynn, Rev. Philip, OSM
 In honor of S. Damian 

Powers, OSM
McGough, Jean & Thomas J.
 In memory of Tom Forliti, 

Judy Forliti
McNamara, Margaret & 

James
 In memory S. M. Michaeleen 

McNamara, OSM
McWatters, Kathleen A.*
 In honor of Dorothy 
 McWatters
 In memory of Dorothy & Tom 

McWatters
Meissner, Joseph
Melcher, Joanne & William
Meton, Michael
 In memory of Harvey & 

Josephine Meton
Meyer, Charles
Meyer, Jackie & Larry
Mezera, Francis*
Moran, Bro. Christopher, 

OSM
 In honor of Servants of 

Mary, S. Bridie Kelly, OSM, 
S. Anne Patrice McEntegart, 
OSM, Moran family

Moreau, Kathy & Joseph*
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
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Morgan, Carole & Kerm
Mueller, Andrew C.
 In memory of S. M. Cath-

erine Izral, O.S.M., Servants 
of Mary Sisters

Murphy, Donna & Finian
 In memory of S. Mary Pat 

Hill, OSM
Murphy, Hon. Sheila M.*
Murray Margaret & John P.*
 In memory of Peggy Buruato
Nassiff, Fred
Nazer, Raymond J.
Nelson, Arlene & Gerald*
Neumann, Jeanette & Ken
 In memory of Jez & 

Neumann families
Nicholas, James E. *
Nickell, Carol, OSSM
Nicolini, Leo*
 In honor of Servants of Mary
 In memory of my ancestors, 

Muriel
Nieters, Louise*
Nolan, Francis A.*
 In memory of Emma Nolan
Nona, John
Novesky, Betty
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Novotny, John
 In memory of James & Mary 

Helstein
Novy, Richard*
O’Brien, Gertrude M.
O’Brien, Patrick G.
 In honor/memory of Vander-

Loop family
Obey, Joan & Hon. David
 In memory of S. Rosemary 

Mayer, OSM
Olsen, James
Olson, Gerald A.
Olson, Roberta & Rodney
Opalensky, Aldona
Oppelt, Dr. John
Orler, Karen M.*
Ornberg, Mary & Robert
 In memory of S. Teresa 

Schueller, OSM
Osacho, Susie
 In honor of S. Virginia 

Schwartz, OSM
 In memory of Rev. John P. 

Slowey
Pamperin, Steven
Parodo, Jerry J.
 In honor of Bishop Baraga
 In memory of M/M C. L. 

Parodo
Pasko, LaVerne*
 In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM
 In memory of Paul Pasko, Jr.

Patete, Kenneth
Pazhukkathara, Rev. Shaji 

Joseph
Percy, Lenore & James
Perrizo, Pat & Bruce
 In honor of S. M. De Lourdes 

Plourde, OSM
Perry, John A.
 In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM
Peterson, Ellen*
 In memory of Carl Mayore 

family members, S. Teresa 
Schueller, OSM

Pfalzgraf, William
 In memory of Doris Pfalzgraf
Pfister, Carol, & Family
 In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM
 In memory of Richard Pfister
Philbrook, Frances M.*
 In memory of Margaret & 

Burham Philbrook
Pias, Donna & Lawrence
Piñeiro, Amparo*
 In memory S. Mary Pat Hill, 

OSM, S. M. Catherine Izral, 
OSM

Pintens, Patricia*
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM, S. Teresa Schueller, 
OSM

Platteter, Janet & James*
Ploeger, Claudia & Tim
Ploog, Thomas
 In memory of Patricia K. 

Farrell
Prince, Carolyn
 In memory of Joseph Prince, 

S. M. Roberta Prince, OSM
Racanelli, Margaret
 In memory of Noel, Bob 

Bragg, Barbara Voss
Radzak, Jessica & Eric P.
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Rakowski, Jude & Alex
Rambosek, Mary M.*
Rau, Judith
 In memory of S. Casimira 

Benbenek, OSM
Reasbeck, Joyceanne
 In memory of S. M. Frances 

Wanbaugh, OSM
Reever, Leslie
 In memory of S. M. Christina 

Gelting, OSM
Reeves, Gerry H., CLU*
Reichert, Rev. James N., OSB*
 In honor/memory of Joseph 

& Mildred family members
Reichert, Jaynne & Robert D.
 In memory of parents & 

brothers

Reidy, Patrick W.
 In honor of Servants of Mary
Reilly, Howard
Rhodes, Dr. Helen K.
 In memory of Ivy Jeanne 

Toutloff
Rhodes, Joseph L.
 In honor of Servants of Mary 

Sisters
 In memory of Ivy M. Sykes, 

Ivy Toutloff
Riccio, Loretta M.
 In honor of S. Loretta 
 Lonsdorf, OSM
 In memory of Loretta & 

George McCarthy
Richter, Mary Connolly
 In honor/memory of the 

Servite Sisters who served at 
St. Joseph’s, Carteret, N.J.

Riehl, Patricia A.
 In honor of husband Ralph
Riffel, Steven
 In memory of Fr. Jerome 

Rinzel
Roche-Kopchak, Eileen
Rockwell, Elizabeth & Fred*
Rodriguez, Maria Cobos
 In memory of Oscar 
 Rodriguez & family
Roeder, Rose
 In honor of S. Theresa 

Sandok, OSM
Roessler, Norma J.
Rogers, Jolene & Jerome*
 In memory of Frances 

Rogers family
Rojak, Margaret
 In memory of S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM
Romero, Maria Encarna B.
 In memory of Jose Manuel 

Romero, Jose Betanzos

Root, Yvonne*
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Rosolowski, Blanche, OSSM*
 In honor of retired Sisters
 In memory of Leo Roso-

lowski, Mayme Bloomer, 
Stanley Pondell, Evelyn 
Kush, S. Bonnie Alho, OSM

Rothbauer, Mary I.
Rotta, Francis
Rotter, Cynthia
 In memory of Thomas Wisz
Rubbelke, Rev. Ronald J.
Rudnicki, Jeanne & Edward
Ruegemer, Diane & Dick
 In honor of S. Sharon 

McCarthy, OSM
Ryan, Kathleen
 In honor of Lauren Wietchy 

& Stephen Dapoz
Sailor, Margaret E.
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Saint Peter Altar & Rosary 

Society, Cameron, Wis.
Salajka, Jane
 In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens
Samonski, Evelyn
 In honor of S. M. Lucy 

Daniels, OSM
Sampedro, Rosa M.
 In honor of Aunt Pilo
 In memory of S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM
Samz, Patricia & Michael J.*
Sandok, Mary R.
 In memory of Louis & Helen 

Sandok
Sandok, Judy & Paul
 In honor of Sisters who 

taught at SS. Peter & Paul’s, 
Weyerhaeuser, Wis.
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Sandstrom, Judy & Robert
 In memory of Brian
Santillo, Esther F.
 In memory of Samuel Santillo
Sazama, Janice
 In memory of Raymond C. 

Jones
Schaller, Laverne*
 In memory of Rose Schaller
Schmidt, Joyce & James*
 In honor of Rita Hassemer
 In memory of S. M. Charles 

Prince, OSM, S. M. Peter 
Prince, OSM

Schmidt, Mary E.
 In honor of S. M. De Lourdes 

Plourde, OSM
Schroeder, Martha
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Schwaighart, Kathleen M.
 In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM
 In memory of S. Teresa 

Schueller, OSM
Schwoerer, Nicki & Gerald
 In honor of Hugo & 

Marjorie Schwoerer
Scott, Dianne*
 In memory of Kramer family, 

Arlene Szura
Scovell, Edith M. & Wayne E.
 In honor of S. Loretta 
 Lonsdorf, OSM
Seabold, Mildred J. Sabatke
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Seidl, Conradine
 In memory of Art Seidl
Sellars, Linda M.
Selvig, Catherine & Gerald*
 In memory of Sisters, S. 

Bonnie Alho, OSM, S. 
Teresa Schueller, OSM

Senander, John (Jack)
 In memory of Luitgard 
 Dodemont
Servite Friars, Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel Priory
Shakal, Clarence*
 In honor of S. Virginia 

Schwartz, OSM
 In memory of S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM, Theresa (Sykora) 
Shakal, Mary (Shakal) 

 Moldenhauer
Siegenthaler, Joan M.*
Sieja, Linda & Michael*
 In honor of the Sieja & 
 Styczynski families
Sirba, Sue Ann
Sirocchi, JoAnn & Vincent
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Sisters of Christian Charity
 In memory of S. Mary Pat 

Hill, OSM

Siudym, Georgine
Skroski, Shirley & James C.*
 In memory of Charles & 

Agnes Skroski, Marcella & 
Elmer Wieland

Skubal, Debbie & Tony
Smith, Kevin, CFP & 

Rebecca Allen, MD
Smith, Mary Jean & James
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Smith, William Kennedy 
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Smrstick, Evelyn & Donald
Snyder, Rita & Joe
 In honor of S. Sandra 

DeGidio, OSM
Sobaszkiewicz, Annette
Sorenson, Shirley & Deacon 

Douglas
 In honor of Gen Holze
 In memory of Lest Holze, 

Claude & Elva Sorenson
Stangler, Barbara & William
Stearns, Marilyn & Jerry
 In honor of Jubilarians S. M. 

Lucy Daniels, OSM, S. Geral-
dine Schulte, OSM, S. Mary 
John VanderLoop, OSM, S. 
Mary McDermott, OSM

 In memory of S. Bonnie 
Alho, OSM, S. Teresa 
Schueller, OSM

Steinbuch, Darrell A.*
Steinke, Kate &Emil
Stoeberl, Rose Mary & George
 In memory of Aloysius 

Heller, Robert Krueger, Gary 
Burkart

Stoeberl, JoAnn*
 In honor of S. Rita Stoeberl, 

OSM
Strand, Darlene
 In memory of Donald Strand, 

Ginny Schleis
Straney, Bernadette*
 In honor of S. Marguerite 

Samz, OSM
 In memory of S. Mary Pat Hill 

OSM, S. Bonnie Straney, OSM, 
Charles (Chad) Straney

Styza, James*
Swain, Lucille & Charles
Swenson, Danna & William A.
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Szarzynski, Rita
 In memory of S. M. Stephen 

Koller, OSM
Tarasewicz, Judith & 

Leonard
 In memory of Scott Tarasewicz
Tardiff, Donald
Temming Michael J.

Thermos, Noreen, OSSM*
 In memory of Dolores 

Knapcik, Nancy Placek
Thiel, Virginia
 In memory of Leonard Thiel, 

Janet C. (Thiel) Maxxen
Thoen, Shirley M.
 In memory of Patricia & 

John Bachand
Timmers, Barb & John
 In memory of S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM
Tobin, Florence & Malcolm
Tomkins, Frederick J.
Torio, Lourdes N.
 In honor of Servants of Mary
Toth, Kathleen
 In memory of S. M. Eugenia 

Tremblay, OSM
Tracey, Elise
 In memory of Florence 

Marshall
Trauscht, Mary Agnes*
 In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM
 In memory of Patricia Kingsley
Turek, Veronica & Dennis*
 In honor of S. M. Lucy 

Daniels, OSM
Ullenberg, Louis R.*
Valois, Bro. Kenneth, SVD
VanderLoop, Rev. Tony
 In honor of S. Mary John 

VanderLoop, OSM
Vandervest, Patrick*
Vavra, Paul P.
Vellante, Delia C.*
Verceles, Emilia & Pete*
Verkuilen, Robert A.
 In memory of Roy Verkuilen
Villafana, David*
 In memory of Grandmother 

Francisca, Aunt Zoila
Vobornik, Ceal
 In memory of S. Teresa 

Schueller, OSM
Voldberg, Sharon & Deacon 

Craig J.
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM

Volk, Phyllis L.
 In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM
Wald, John R.
Waldeck, Dennis J.*
Waldoch, Robert E. OSSM
 In honor of S. Bridie Kelly, 

OSM
Wallace, Susan & Tim, OSSM*
Walters, Ernest*
Walters, Winnifred*
Wambold, Pamela & Bruce
Webb, Donald V.
Weisbrod, Marie & Robert
Widmar, Ann
 In memory of S. M. Frances 

Wanbaugh, OSM
Widmar, Mary & John*
Wildenberg, Pat 
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Will, Sandra & Randy
Willger, Beverly & Joseph P.*
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM, S. Teresa Schueller, 
OSM

Winger, Carl*
Winkel, S. Jovita, CSA
 In memory of S. Bonnie Alho, 

OSM
Wochnick, Mary
 In memory of S. M. Catherine 

Izral, OSM
Wooden, Carol & Robert P.
 In honor of S. Sharon 

McCarthy, OSM, S. M. 
Eugene Baiardo, OSM

Woodward, Michael J.
Wozniak, Rev. Timothy J.*
 In honor of Margaret Wozniak
Young, Glenda M.
 In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM
Younger, Kristy & James
Zindrick, MaryBeth & 

Michael R.
Zorn, Mary K.*
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On the evening of Sunday, October 1, 200 music lovers 
gathered in the Spooner High School auditorium for the 
first public concert on the newly installed 340-pipe Wicks 
organ. The organ was a gift to the Spooner School District 
from the Ladysmith Servite Sisters, who purchased it for 
their motherhouse chapel in 1960 from United Organ 
Company in Milwaukee. The 340-pipe organ has 26 
stops and contains all four families of pipe organ tone: the 
diapason, flute, string, and reed.

Over the years, many Sisters played the organ and taught 
many more to play. Finding a suitable time to practice 
could be a dicey proposition. The chaplain’s quarters 
adjoined the chapel, and many’s the time that an irate priest 
had his afternoon nap disturbed by a Sister playing the 
organ at full throttle.

When the Sisters sold their motherhouse in 2010, they 
started looking for a home for the organ. Timothy Kern, 
a music teacher at Spooner Elementary School, had 
played it at the motherhouse on a number of occasions. 
He urged the Sisters to put it in the Spooner High School 
auditorium,“For students, teachers, and community to play 
and enjoy.” The Sisters agreed. Their commitment to the 
education of youth, along with their longtime ties to the 
Spooner community – beginning in 1958 when they arrived 
to teach at St. Francis de Sales School – convinced them 
this would be an ideal home for the treasured instrument. 

At the dedication concert in Spooner, the audience heard 
pieces that demonstrated the wide range and gorgeous 
sound that the organ produces. Lynn Emmons, associate 
organist at First Congregational United Church of Christ 
in Eau Claire, said that the reed stop on this organ had the 
most beautiful sound of any she had played.

Sisters Virginia Schwartz and Barbara Thomalla repre-
sented the Servite Sisters at the event. “The concert was 
just lovely,” said Sister Virginia. “It was fascinating to 
watch Lynn play parts of some songs with only her feet,” 
she added. Sister Barbara was interested to learn that very 
few high schools have a pipe organ. Howard Nolte, the 
master technician who installed the organ in Spooner, said 
he knows of one in Hibbing and one in Duluth.

Though this organ is more than a half-century old, that is 
not old for an organ, according to Nolte. Some organs in 
Europe are more than 500 years old, and because the pipes 
do not deteriorate with age, an organ could make music 
forever if properly maintained.

The concert was organized by the Intermezzo Music Club, 
an area association that promotes live music performance 
and awards scholarships to area youth. Proceeds from the 
concert were donated to the Organ Fund of the Spooner 
Education Foundation for remaining installation and future 
maintenance costs.

Motherhouse Pipe Organ Gets New Life

Timothy Kern, 
pictured here with 
Sister Barbara 
Thomalla (left) 
and Sister 
Virginia Schwartz, 
convinced the 
Sisters to donate 
their chapel organ 
to the Spooner 
School District.


