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CeLebrating 100 Years oF Compassionate serviCe

On Sept. 19, 2012, the Sisters, Servants of 
Mary, of Ladysmith, Wis., celebrated the 100th 
anniversary of the founding of their congrega-
tion. Over 200 guests joined the Sisters for the 
celebration.

In the fall of 1912, five pioneer women 
arrived in Ladysmith to teach at the new St. 
Mary’s School (now Our Lady of Sorrows 
School) and to establish a new congregation of 
Servite Sisters in America. The school opened 
on Oct. 10, 1912, with 95 students and five 
teaching Sisters. 

Since 1912 the Ladysmith Servite Sisters 
have touched the lives of hundreds of thou-
sands of people worldwide in teaching, healing, 
pastoral, and social justice ministries.

A special Mass to mark the Sisters’ 100th anniversary 
was celebrated at Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church in 

Ladysmith. Most Rev. 
Peter F. Christensen, 
Bishop of Superior, pre-
sided, with music led by 
the Superior Diocesan 
Chorale. 

The liturgy was 
followed by a ban-
quet and program 
at Deertail Lodge in 
Ladysmith. Father 
John Fontana, OSM, 
prior provincial of 
the U.S. Servite 
Friars, opened the 
program with a few 
congratulatory re-
marks and presented 

the Sisters with an etched crystal plaque marking the cen-
tennial. The mayor of Ladysmith, Daniel J. Gudis, who 

servite sisters Celebrate Centennial

From left, Sister Theresa Sandok, Sister Sandra DeGidio as Mother Mary Alphonse,  
Father John Fontana, and Mayor Daniel J. Gudis

Bishop Peter F. Christensen 

Guests at Deertail Lodge

had been taught by the Sisters, proclaimed Sept. 19, 2012, 
Servite Sisters Day. Sister Sandra DeGidio, OSM, portraying 
their founder Mother Mary Alphonse, concluded the program 
with historical highlights of their 100-year existence.   

On Sept. 18, the eve of the centennial celebration, the 
Sisters spent the afternoon in prayer and reminiscing, con-
cluding with a festive dinner. 
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100 Years and Counting
“Everything before us brought us to this moment, 
standing on the threshold of a brand new day.”

These words ring true wherever we may be on this sacred 
journey called life, but they speak to us most profoundly when 
we mark the milestones along the way: a birth, a death, a wed-
ding, an anniversary.

This year we Ladysmith Servite Sisters are celebrating a 
major milestone: the 100th anniversary of the founding of our 
community. As we look back, we stand in awe of the faith and 

fortitude of our first Sisters, and of each 
generation of Sisters after them.

Our six founding Sisters were 
originally Sisters of St. Joseph of La 
Grange, Ill. In the spring of 1912 a 
young Servite Friar, Father Boniface 
Efferenn, gave a retreat to the Sisters at 
La Grange. Meanwhile, in Ladysmith, 
Wis., the Servite Friars at St. Mary’s 

Parish were building a new school—without any teachers lined 
up to staff it. Father Boniface noticed that some of the Sisters 
at La Grange felt they didn’t have enough to do, with only one 
academy and a growing number of Sisters. The German-born 
cleric knew an opportunity when he saw one, and he said to the 
Sisters: “Have I got a deal for you!”—or words to that effect.

Six women left the La Grange community, were dispensed 
from their vows, and made plans to go to Ladysmith to teach at 
the new parish school and—for this was also Father Boniface’s 
dream—to establish a new foundation of Servite Sisters in 
America.

In the group were two Irish immigrants, Sister M. 
Alphonse Bradley and Sister M. Evangelist Corcoran, and one 
from England, Sister M. Boniface Hayes, and three native-born 
Americans, Sister M. Irene Drummond and Sister M. Rose 
Smith, both from Iowa, and Sister M. Charles Kolmesh from 
Michigan. Sister Evangelist was the oldest at age 37, and Sister 
Charles the youngest at 29.

Their troubles started even before they got to Ladysmith. 
The Bishop of Superior, Augustine Schinner, was eager to 
have the Sisters in his diocese, but he learned that the Vatican 
frowned on the creation of new congregations. He tried to find 
an established congregation that would accept them, but to no 
avail. The little band, minus Sister Boniface, who joined them 
the following year, arrived in Ladysmith in September 1912 
wearing makeshift habits, without vows or affiliation with a 
religious order.

What did they do? They immediately set about rounding 
up students for the new school, and three weeks later they were 
busy teaching some 95 children of the local lumberjacks, pio-
neer farmers, and townspeople.

president’s
message

The next year, still without vows or a religious order to call 
home, the women were asked by the townspeople to provide a 
hospital for the area. What did they do? Although they had no 
money or medical training, they immediately set about raising 
funds for the new St. Mary’s Hospital, which admitted its first 
patient in the spring of 1918 and that fall was flooded with 
victims of the deadly influenza epidemic that claimed millions 
of lives worldwide.

The hospital, while a boon for the area, left the Sisters 
deeply in debt, making it even less likely that another congrega-
tion would be willing to accept them. Just when things looked 
darkest, the Bishop of Superior, now Joseph Koudelka, sent a 
personal envoy to Rome to plead to allow the Ladysmith group 
to become an independent diocesan congregation. This time 
Rome said yes. The prior general of the Servite Friars, Alexis 
Lepicier, OSM, had already agreed that if Rome said yes, 
the Servite Order would, too. And thus was born the Sisters, 
Servants of Mary, of Ladysmith, Wis. On Dec. 8, 1919, the 

sisters donate statue. The statue of Our Lady of 
Sorrows that graced the Servants of Mary motherhouse lawn 
for decades and served as a favorite backdrop for photos, as 
in this 1965 photo of the Sandok family at Sister Theresa’s 
first profession, found a new home this year at Our Lady of 
Sorrows Parish in Ladysmith. A bronze plaque next to the 
statue reads: “A gift to Our Lady of Sorrows Parish from the 
Sisters, Servants of Mary, who came to Ladysmith in 1912 
to teach at the parish school and establish a new branch 
of the Servite Order in America. This statue stood on the 
motherhouse grounds in Ladysmith until the Sisters sold 
the property in 2010. Dedicated: September 29, 2012.”

Continued on back page
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new Leadership team installed
Servite Sisters, friends, and relatives gathered in Our Lady 

of Joy Chapel at Addolorata Villa, Wheeling, Ill., on June 22 to 
celebrate the installation of the 2012–2016 Leadership Team. 
Sisters Theresa Sandok, Sean Fox, and Mary Alice Willems 
were chosen by the Sisters in late March, after three days of 
prayerful discernment, to lead the community for the next four 
years. The theme of the Chapter of Selection was: “Behold, I am 
with you always” (Mt. 28:20).  

Sister Theresa was chosen to serve as president of the com-
munity, a ministry she has performed for the past 12 years. She 
resides in Oak Creek, Wis. Prior to assuming this leadership 
role she was a professor of philosophy for 18 years at Bellarmine 
University in Louisville, Ky., where she also served as dean of 
the College of Arts and Sciences and director of the Thomas 
Merton Center. She has published translations of works by Polish  
philosophers, including Karol Wojtlya (Pope John Paul II). 

An attorney in the Chicago 
area, Sister Sean provides legal 
services to the bereaved and 
elderly in settling estates, and 
with disabled family members 
in planning for the disabled 
person’s care. She served on the 
Leadership Team during the 
previous four years. 

Sister Mary Alice was a 
member of the Leadership 
Team for the past 12 years. She 
brings to the role her experience 
as teacher, pastoral associate, 
chaplain, and spiritual guide. 
She lives in Greenfield, Wis., 
where, in addition to her leader-
ship duties, she enjoys working 
with computers, photography, 
reading, and quilting.

New Leadership Team, from left, Sisters Sean Fox, Theresa Sandok, and  
Mary Alice Willems, at the August 7–10, 2012 assembly of  

the Leadership Conference  of Women Religious in St. Louis, Mo.

sister begins 80th Year of religious profession
On Aug. 17, 2012, Sister Mary Veronica Davison celebrated her 79th jubilee of religious profession – more than any other 

Servite Sister in our 100-year history – and began her 80th year of profession. At age 96, she is also the oldest living member of the 
community. She holds a doctorate in music history from the University of Minnesota and spent 64 years in active ministry. She 
taught music courses, directed choral groups, and gave private lessons to students at all levels. She worked in the archives of the 
Servite Friars in the United States and Italy. Prior to retiring at age 81, she worked in the office at Servite High School in Anaheim, 
Cal. She now resides at Addolorata Villa, Wheeling, Ill, where she continues to enjoy her lifelong passion for reading.

Fifteen-year-old Margaret 
Elaine Davison, front right, the 
future Sister Mary Veronica, 
with her postulant class in 1932.

“The Blue Nun,” as the boys 
at Servite High in Anaheim, Cal., 
affectionately called Sister Mary 
Veronica when she worked there 
from 1989 to 1998.
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sister mary Joan Leblanc 
1919–2012

Sister Mary Joan LeBlanc, 93, died June 5, 2012, at Rusk County Memorial Nursing Home in 
Ladysmith. She was born Jan. 9, 1919, in Ladysmith, to James Fredrick and Laura Ann (Wolfe) LeBlanc, 
the second of seven children. She joined the Servants of Mary in 1932 and professed first vows in 1937. 
Sister Joan earned a bachelor’s degree in English and a master’s in counseling and guidance from the 
University of St. Thomas, Saint Paul, Minn. She ministered as a teacher and principal in Catholic el-
ementary schools for 20 years, 18 of them at St. Rose of Lima School in Roseville, Minn.

Sister Joan returned to Ladysmith in 1960 to serve as director of aspirants 
(high school students wishing to become sisters) and to teach at Servite High School. A year later she was 
elected to the Servants of Mary General Council and served as First Councilor until the death of Mother 
Mary Patricia McLaughlin in 1965. She was elected to succeed Mother Patricia as Prioress General. Six 
years later she was reelected to a second term, during which the titles “Mother” and “Prioress General” were 
replaced by “Sister” and “President.”

Sister Joan’s years in office were some of the most tumultuous years in the life of the community. 
The Second Vatican Council ended in 1965, the same year she assumed leadership of the community. 
During her nine years as congregational leader, 51 professed sisters left the community and only seven new 
members entered and remained in religious life. Scarce funds and declining membership necessitated the 
divestiture of the community’s sponsored ministries in Ladysmith (including the hospital, nursing home, college, high school, and 
sisters’ farm) and the withdrawal of teaching sisters from various parochial schools, some of which had been staffed by the Servite 
Sisters for decades. Despite these challenges, Sister Joan encouraged sisters to complete degrees in their areas of ministry and to 
become retrained for emerging ministries in response to the needs of changing times.

Sister Joan returned to teaching in 1974, following her years in community leadership. She retired in 1992 and moved to the 
motherhouse in Ladysmith, where she continued to find ways to be of service. She tutored children, taught religion and reading, 
and volunteered in the library at Our Lady of Sorrows School. For the past 20 years, she worked in the congregation’s development 
office, where she opened envelopes and recorded contributions, never once using a calculator to total donations. She died in her 75th 
year of religious profession.

sister mary Celestine tremblay
1918–2011

Sister Mary Celestine Tremblay, 93, died Dec. 26, 2011, at Addolorata Villa, Wheeling, Ill. She was born July 19, 1918, in 
Medford, Wis., to Alexander and Magdalen (Russell) Tremblay, the fifth of seven children, and grew up in Ladysmith. She joined 
the Servants of Mary in 1934 and professed first vows in 1936. She earned a bachelor’s in education with minors in art and music 

from the College of St. Joseph, St. Joseph, Minn., and continued her studies at the Chicago Institute of Art, 
Viterbo College in La Crosse, Wis., Rosary College in River Forest, Ill., Mundelein College in Chicago, 
and the Notre Dame Pontifical Catechetical Institute in Middleburg, Va.

Sister Celestine began her ministry of service as a teacher at St. Domitilla School in Hillside, Ill. She 
served as a teacher, principal, music teacher, and choir director in schools in Illinois, Minnesota, New 
Jersey, West Virginia, and Wisconsin for 45 years. She was also involved in parish work as a director of 
religious education.

Three of Sister Celestine’s siblings also entered religious life. Two older brothers, Russell and Eugene, 
became priests of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, and a younger sister, Bernice, joined the 

Servants of Mary and took the name Sister Mary Eugenia.

Sister Celestine, together with her sister, Sister Eugenia, moved to Sherman, Ill., in 1981 and worked with the elderly for nine 
years. The sisters retired in 2000 and moved to Addolorata Villa, where they volunteered in the activities department. In 2005 they 
moved to Felician Village in Manitowoc, Wis., to be closer to their elderly brother, Father Eugene Tremblay, OMI. They moved 
back to Addolorata Villa in 2008. Sister Celestine died in her 75th year of religious profession. 

in
memoriam
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sister ann marie Caporale, left, and Sister Sean Fox accepted the Lifetime 
Commitment Award from Annunciata Parish, Chicago, at the 6th Annual Annunciata 
Parish Reunion and Awards Night on April 21, 2012. Servite Sisters played a key role in 
the history and growth of the parish and parish school from 1949 to 1971. Sister Sean 
taught at Annunciata the last year that Servite Sisters staffed the school. Sister Ann Marie 
grew up in the parish and attended the parish school. She is once again a member of the 
parish, where she ministers as sacristan and sings in the Resurrection Choir. A statement 
in the Awards Night Booklet read: “To [Sister Ann Marie] and all the Servite Sisters who 
have been and are an integral and beloved part of the Annunciata Family throughout our 
history, we say ‘Thank You!’” 

sister mary Christina gelting, pictured here sorting “Labels for Education” at her home in 
Care Partners Assisted Living in Ladysmith. This is just one of the many ways Sister continues to 
be a compassionate presence in people’s lives. At Care Partners she visits other residents and daily 
reads to a woman who has poor eyesight. When there’s a funeral at the local parish, she is the  
designated caller to contact parishioners to bring desserts for the funeral lunch. Her hobbies  
include writing poetry, playing cards, knitting prayer shawls, and making bookmarks and 
Christmas ornaments. The bookmarks become welcome gifts for new staff members at Care 
Partners and birthday gifts for family and friends. Asked if she ever gets bored, she replied, “I 
don’t know what bored means.”

sisters’ new home. Last May seven sisters moved into a newly completed  
retirement residence adjacent to the Servants of Mary cemetery in Ladysmith. 
The building is composed of two four-bedroom homes, each with its own kitchen,  
dining room, living room, and utility room. Each bedroom has a private bath, walk-
in closet, and patio. The two homes are connected by a large common room, which 
the sisters use for prayer and gatherings, and a three-car garage. The building is  
eco-friendly and certified by Wisconsin’s Focus on Energy New Homes Program. 
Wayne Stoll of Coldwell Banker in Ladysmith served as the owner’s representa-
tive for this project, and John Huiras of Huiras Construction in Weyerhaeuser, 
Wis., was the general contractor.

mary’s pence. Twenty-five years ago Sister Sean Fox, 
OSM, center, and other women leaders from many walks of 
life met in Chicago to create Mary’s Pence, an organization 
founded to address the unmet needs of women and children. 
Today Mary’s Pence distributes $60,000 to $100,000 annu-
ally to projects throughout the Americas. Pictured here with 
Sister Sean at an Aug. 9, 2012 reception in St. Louis, Mo., 
are, from left, Mary’s Pence board member Sister Judy Diaz 
Molosky, CSJ, executive director Katherine Wojtan, Servants 
of Mary president Sister Theresa Sandok, OSM, and Mary’s 
Pence board member Sister Robbie Pentecost, OSF.

in the spotlight
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75 Years
sister mary Joan Leblanc. On 

Sunday, May 13, 2012, all of the Servite 
Sisters living in Ladysmith gathered at the 
Rusk County Memorial Nursing home to 
celebrate Sister Joan’s 75th jubilee of reli-
gious profession. Following a hymn and 
prayer, Sister Joan proclaimed in a weak 
but determined voice: “I renew my vows of 
poverty, chastity, and obedience and hope, 
with the help of God’s grace, to observe 
them faithfully all the days of my life.” 
The ceremony ended with the singing of 
the Salve Regina and Sister Joan’s favorite 
dessert, Dairy Queen treats. Sister Joan 
died three weeks later. See In Memoriam, 
p. 4, for her biography.

70 Years
sister mary Lucy Daniels was born 

in Weyerhaeuser, Wis., on Valentine’s 
Day, Feb. 14, 1925, the eldest of 14 chil-
dren. She attended Woodland School in 
Weyerhaeuser and then transferred to 

SS. Peter & Paul 
School, staffed by 
the Servite Sisters, 
when it opened in 
1936. She attended 
Weyerhaeuser High 
School and graduated 
from Our Lady of 
Sorrows High School, 

Ladysmith, after entering the Servants of 
Mary in 1940. She professed first vows in 
1942. She earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Mount Senario College and completed 
four units of clinical pastoral education 
(CPE) at St. Joseph Hospital, Saint Paul, 
Minn. She also earned a nursing home ad-
ministrator license in the State of Illinois. 
She taught piano, organ, and classroom 
music in Catholic schools in West Virginia 

nine sisters – 535 Years of service
Nine Servite Sisters celebrated jubilees of religious 

profession this year: Sister Mary Joan LeBlanc (75 years), 
Sisters Mary Lucy Daniels, Geraldine Schulte, and 
Mary John VanderLoop (70 years), and Sisters Casimira 
Benbenek, Sandra DeGidio, Lois Reichert, Marguerite 
Samz, and Mary Alice Willems (50 years).

as treasurer and assistant finance manager 
for the Servants of Mary from 1987 to 
1993. She enjoys playing bridge, crochet-
ing, knitting, solving crossword puzzles, 
and reading.

sister mary John vanderLoop was 
born in Grow Township near Ladysmith on 
June 5, 1918, the third of 13 children. She 
attended rural elementary public schools 

and Ladysmith High 
School, graduating 
valedictorian of the 
class of 1937. After 
high school, she went 
to River Falls State 
Teachers College and 
then to Rusk County 
Normal School, 

where she earned a teaching certificate. She 
taught for a short time and then worked 
as a nurse’s aide at St. Mary’s Hospital in 
Ladysmith. That is where she first encoun-
tered Servite Sisters, who helped foster 
her vocation. She entered the convent in 
1941 and professed first vows in 1942. She 
taught three years in elementary schools in 
Wisconsin and West Virginia and then en-
rolled in St. Francis School of Nursing, La 
Crosse, Wis., where she became a registered 
nurse. She spent over 30 years in health-
care ministry. She did general nursing at 
St. Mary’s Hospital, Ladysmith; opened 
St. Mary’s Memorial Hospital, Kewanee, 
Wis.; was director of nursing at St. Mary’s 
Hospital and St. Joseph on the Flambeau 
Nursing Home, Ladysmith; and was staff 
nurse at Rusk County Memorial Hospital, 
Ladysmith. She served on the Servants of 
Mary Leadership Team for 13 years. Since 
1985 she has ministered in justice and 
peace advocacy. 

50 Years
sister Casimira benbenek was born 

in Chicago on Nov. 23, 1942. She grew 
up on a farm near Hazelhurst, Wis., and 
attended Lakeland Union High School 
in Minocqua. She entered the convent in 
1960 and professed first vows in 1962. 
She earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Mount Senario College, Ladysmith, and 

and Wisconsin. She served as director of 
postulants and novices for ten years and 
as a member of the Servants of Mary 
Leadership Team for six years. Healthcare 
is Sister Lucy’s passion. She spent 39 years 
in the field, 10 years as administrator of 
Addolorata Villa in Wheeling, Ill., and 
29 years in hospital chaplaincy. She was 
the first woman chaplain at Rusk County 
Memorial Hospital and Nursing Home in 
Ladysmith. She waged a two-year battle to 
get hospice started in Rusk County and 
today ministers as a healthcare and hospice 
volunteer in Ladysmith. 

sister geraldine schulte was born in 
Cumberland, Wis., on Nov. 2, 1925, the el-
dest of three children. She attended elemen-
tary school and three years of high school 
in Cumberland and 
completed her high 
school education at 
Our Lady of Sorrows 
High School, Lady-
smith, after entering 
the convent in 1940. 
She professed first 
vows in 1942. She 
received a bachelor’s degree from Viterbo 
College, La Crosse, Wis., with a major 
in biology and a minor in mathematics, 
and a master’s in natural science from the 
University of Oklahoma. She spent 28 
years teaching in grade schools staffed by 
the Servite Sisters in Illinois, Minnesota, 
New Jersey, and West Virginia. She taught 
science at St. Viator High School, Arlington 
Heights, Ill., and physics and earth science 
at Mount Senario College, Ladysmith. 
She worked as a secretary at the National 
College of Education, Evanston, Ill.,  and 
at Underwriters Laboratories, Northbrook, 
Ill. She ministered as a director of religious 
education in Mishawaka, Ind. She served 

Jubilee!
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Medical Center, Elk Grove Village, Ill. She 
ministered as an elementary and high school 
teacher in California 
and Wisconsin. She 
was a counselor, 
teacher, and registrar 
at Mount Senario 
College, Ladysmith. 
She served two terms 
on the Servants of 
Mary Leadership 
Team, first as vice president of ministry 
and then as vice president of formation. She 
served as coordinator of the Servite Sisters 
at the motherhouse in Ladysmith and at 
Addolorata Villa in Wheeling, Ill. She 
was on the pastoral care staff at Bethany 
Riverside Lutheran Nursing Home, La 
Crosse, Wis. Presently she is program direc-
tor of Servite Center for Life and assistant 
to the St. Juliana Community of Secular 
Servites in Ladysmith and a contributor to 
the Hillconnections website. 

sister mary alice Willems was born 
on Oct. 4, 1941, in Paris, Arkansas, and 
grew up in Milwaukee, Wis. She is the eldest 
of three children. She entered the Servants 
of Mary in 1960 and professed first vows 
in 1962. She is a graduate of Holy Angels 
Academy, Milwaukee, and was awarded 

a bachelor’s degree 
in education and 
English from Mount 
Senario College, 
Ladysmith. She went 
on to earn a master’s 
in pastoral theology 
from St. Theresa 
College, Winona, 

Minn., and completed four units of clinical 
pastoral education at St. Luke’s Hospital in 
Milwaukee. She became a certified spiritual 
director through the Spiritual Guidance 
Training Program, Siena Center, Racine, 
Wis. She ministered as a grade school 
teacher in Illinois, Minnesota, New Jersey, 
and Wisconsin. She ministered as a parish 
pastoral associate in Superior, Wis., and as 
a chaplain in long-term healthcare facili-
ties in Milwaukee. She served as a member 
of the Servants of Mary Leadership Team 
from 1986 to 1992 and from 2000 to the 
present. In addition to her leadership du-
ties, she enjoys playing with computers, 
photography, reading, and quilting.

a master’s in pastoral 
studies from Loyola 
University, Chicago. 
She is a graduate 
of St. Norbert’s 
Theological Institute, 
DePere, Wis., and 
she also studied at 
DePaul University, Chicago; the University 
of St. Thomas, Saint Paul, Minn.; and 
the University of Wisconsin–Superior. 
She spent 33 years as an elementary 
school teacher in Illinois, Minnesota, 
and Wisconsin. She ministered as a 
district instructor for the Archdiocese 
of Chicago, coordinator of the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults, director of 
religious education, and director of Teens 
Encounter Christ retreats. She served on 
the boards of the Wisconsin Directors of 
Religious Education Federation and Teens 
Encounter Christ and as an officer of the 
Superior Diocesan Sisters Council. She was 
also a voucher volunteer and bell ringer for 
the Salvation Army. 

sister sandra Degidio was born 
in Cumberland, Wis., on Feb. 12, 1943, 
the eldest of two children. She attended 
Cumberland High School and graduated 
from Servite High School, Ladysmith, 
after joining the Servite Sisters in 1959. 
She professed first vows in 1962. She 
earned a bachelor’s degree from Mount 
Senario College, Ladysmith, and a mas-
ter’s in English from Marquette University, 

Milwaukee. She took 
courses in liturgi-
cal studies at the 
University of Notre 
Dame and became 
a certified spiritual 
director through the 
Spiritual Guidance 
Training Program, 

Siena Center, Racine, Wis. She taught in 
Catholic elementary schools in Illinois and 
Minnesota, ministered as pastoral associ-
ate and director of religious education in 
Webster, Wis., and served as director of 
family catechesis, adult education, and 
liturgy in New Hope, Minn. She served 
two terms as president of the Servite Sisters 
and an additional term as a member of the 
Leadership Team. She has authored nine 
books and over 100 articles and has taught 

summer sessions at colleges in Colorado, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, and Wisconsin. 
She served as director of marketing for 
Revere Healthcare in Illinois and direc-
tor of development for Catholic Charities 
of Rockford, Ill. Today she ministers as a 
spiritual director as well as serving as the 
Servite Sisters’ director of development 
and communications. 

sister Lois reichert was born on June 
16, 1939, in Stanley, Wis., and grew up in 
Thorp, Wis. She is one of ten siblings, five 
girls and five boys. She graduated from Our 
Lady of Sorrows High School and professed 
first vows in 1962. She earned a bachelor of 
scence degree in elementary education and 
English and a bachelor of arts degree in 

psychology and busi-
ness management 
from Mount Senario 
College, Ladysmith. 
She was awarded a 
teaching certificate 
from Wisconsin 
Indianhead Techni-

cal College (WITC) in Rice Lake, Wis. 
Sister taught in elementary schools in 
Illinois and Minnesota. She served as 
a social worker with the Rusk County 
Department of Social Services and as a 
domestic abuse advocate and children’s 
coordinator at the Time Out Family Abuse 
Shelter in Ladysmith. She was an instruc-
tor of English and General Education at 
WITC in Rice Lake. She managed the 
gift shop for the Servite Center for Life in 
Ladysmith and served on the organization’s 
advisory board. She presently ministers to 
the homebound, in outreach to small chil-
dren, and through prayer.

sister marguerite samz was born in 
Argonne, Wis., on March 9, 1937. She is 
the fourth of 23 children, all from the same 
set of parents. She attended Three Lakes 
Elementary School, Argonne Elementary 
School, and Crandon High School. She 
entered the Servants of Mary in 1960 and 
professed first vows in 1962.  She earned 
a bachelor’s degree from Viterbo College, 
La Crosse, Wis., and a master’s from the 
University of St. Thomas, Saint, Paul, 
Minn. She completed one unit of clini-
cal pastoral education at Alexian Brothers 
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*Indicates multiple gifts during this time period.

We are deeply grateful to you, our donors, and hold you in our prayer.  
If your name has been inadvertently omitted or misspelled, please notify us.

Donors
september 1, 2011 - august 31, 2012

 abbey of our Lady of the Holy 
trinity

* adams, sheila
  In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM

 albus, Kevin & Cindy

* albus, roger

 alfers, Joan

 anderson, Louis F. & Joanne

 anonymous
  In memory of S. M. Bernice 

VanderLoop, OSM

* appel, martin & Catherine
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

* arts, James L.

* ashton, mary m.
  In honor of S. Sean Fox, OSM, 

S. Kateri Guske, OSM, S. Marie 
Rubbelke, OSM

 assumption of the blessed 
virgin mary Church 
pCCW, strickland, Wis.

 assumption of the blessed 
virgin mary ossm 
Community, Denver, Colo.

* baiardo, s. m. eugene, osm
  In honor of the Ladysmith Sisters 

and their new residence
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM, S. M. Bernice 
VanderLoop, OSM

 baker, tyson & Katie

 baldry, br. bede, FsC

 bardos, John & marcia

 bari, alfeo

 barnes, barry r.
  In memory of Kathleen McGagin 

Barnes

 barrera, Frank

 bartelme, rev. James

* bartz, Dennis & mary
  In honor of the Bartz Family

 bauer, mrs.William b.
  In memory of Dr. William 

Bauer

 bauer, Jim & Linda
  In memory of Helen Dennee

 bauer, s. sharron, op

 bayer, John & Jean

 beck, bernadette
  In memory of Magdalene Gjud

 beck, Jamie, ossm, & Family

 beer, Frank & margie

 beiza, vickie m.

* benik, Daniel
  In honor of S. Clarice Gierzak, 

OSM
  In memory of Carol Benik, 

Debbie Brickner

 bennett, Dr. ralph
  In memory of my mother Clara

 benning, audrey a.

* berg, rose mary

 bergsbaken, Dr. Kenneth & 
Carol

* bestler, rev. Joseph L.

 betthauser, bob & sue
  In memory of family members

 blasko, David F.

* boehler, alexander

 boland, Thomas & sandra
  In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM

 bolich, Jerome & Joan
  In memory of Nick & Helen 

Bolich

 bonacci, arlene
  In memory of Michael A. 

Bonacci

 bonczyk, John & Debra
  In honor of Sisters’ new residence

 bonicatto, Corinne
  In memory of Lee Bonicatto

 bornarth, Dorothy
  In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM

* bose, mal Yea

 bossany, geraldine
  In honor of S. M. Lucy Daniels, 

OSM

 bowles, andrea L.
  In memory of Jean Bueschel

* boyer, margaret
  In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM

 brahm, edward & arlene

* brandt, Frances
  In honor of Michael Brandt

 bricco, nancy L.
  In memory of Robert Bricco

* brickner, Delores C.
  In honor of S. M. Christina 

Gelting, OSM
  In memory of Leo Brickner

 briody, elizabeth & marc 
robinson

 brockbank, shirley & Family
  In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM

 bromley, rev. vincent m.

 brunner, marc & anne
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 bruno, Joseph & marie

 brya, terrance & susan

 bryant, madonna L.

 bryse, sharon

* bucheger, robert

 bunda, John & Dorothy

 buritz, rita J.

 burke, James F., Jr. & eleanor

 burt, James m. & margaret
  In honor of S. Pat Ferguson, 

OSM

 bushman, mark & barbara
  In honor of the Samz Sisters

 buslee, ann K.

 byrns, Karen e.

 Callis, rev. elbert r.

 Capizzano, Joseph & rose 
maria

 Caporale, s. ann marie, osm
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 Carlsen, mary ann

 Carroll, James patrick

 Carson, Darlyne r.

 Casey, Lawrence J.
  In memory of Michael J. Casey, 

James Cuticello

* Castellvi, silvia

 Cave, Diane
  In memory of S. Frances 

Wanbaugh, OSM

 Chadwick, stephanie L.

* Charipar, Dr. ronald m. & 
marjorie

 Charnie, mary e. 
  In memory of George J. Charnie, 

Sr.

 Chilicki, Constant & bev
  In honor of all Servite Sisters

 Christensen, bishop peter F., 
Diocese of superior

 Christoffel, elizabeth
  In memory of Mary Christoffel 

Bauer

* Cicha, raymond J.

* Cima, rev. Thomas e.
  In honor of Servite Founders 

Day
  In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM

* Clarke, seamus & Joan
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM, Margaret & 
Frank Benzschawel
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 Coffield, John
  In honor of Eleanor

 Coler, susan m.
  In honor of S. Mary Rita 

Thompson, OSM

 Conley, Frank L.
  In memory of S. M. Helen 

Conley, OSM

 Connolly, marianne
  In memory of Tom Connolly

* Corrigan, Jean C.
  In honor of Bernard Corrigan

 Corso, patricia

* Crescio, John & irma

 Cronick, James & Kathy

 Cronin, patrick

 Csaki, ronald J.

* Curley, robert & isabel

 Curlik, Dr. sharon m.
  In honor of my teachers

 D’ercole, patricia
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 D’Jock, Dennis & Carolyn

 Dabruzzi, rev. James s.
  In memory of my parents

 Dalida, estelle
  In memory of Joseph Dalida

 Dallas, Jack & marge
  In honor of S. Lois Reichert, 

OSM

 De noyer, eugene a.

 Dedenbach, matie
  In memory of Larry Dedenbach

 Dekan, Karl a.

 Deming, scott & Jane
  In honor of Bobbie Amerongen

 Dennehy, Daniel t.

 Denucci, Joseph & irene
  In honor of Sisters’ new residence

* Dernovsek, mildred
  In honor of Felix Dernovsek 

Family
  In memory of Henry Pospisil, 

Felix Dernovsek

 Des Chatelets, rita a.
  In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM

 Diehn, geraldine a.

 Diffell, mary ellen

* Dimartino, Josephine
  In memory of Giuseppantonio 

DiMartino

 Dischinger, Joseph p. & mary

 Doell, martina g.
  In memory of my parents and 

sisters

 Donovan, brian

 Dorrian, John F.
  In honor of Elizabeth McCusket

 Duncan, William & Jean
  In honor of retired Servants of 

Mary 

* Dunderdale-Hall, Helen
  In memory of S. M. Celestine 

Tremblay, OSM 

 Durkin, Kathleen
  In memory of Patrick Durkin

 Dzienkowski, rose L.
  In honor of the Dzienkowski 

Family

 effertz, John & Jane
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM, S. M. Joan 
LeBlanc, OSM

 eggert, robin, reaLm
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

* eldredge, Judy
  In memory of Peter Eldredge, 

Joseph Pechmann, Lisa Eldredge

 elliott, anjenette
  In memory of Perry, Agnes, 

LaVerne McCann

 embry, adele s.
  In memory of Madelyn 

Mazzanti

* espinosa, Frank L.
  In memory of Carol A. Espinosa

 Fameree, Jacqueline J.
  In honor of S. Barbara 

Thomalla, OSM, S. Mary John 
VanderLoop, OSM

  In memory of all deceased St. 
Mary nuns

 Fandel, erma

* Fandel, sylvia a.
  In honor of S. Cecilia Fandel, 

OSM, S. Rosemary Fandel, 
OSM

  In memory of Mildred & 
Richard Fandel

* Fauerbach, margaret H.
  In memory of Walter Fauerbach

* Feltz, rev. Thomas F.

* Ferguson, robert L. & elaine

* Ferrer, Dr. modesto m. & 
namie

  In memory of S. Rosalie 
Hennessey, OSM, S. M. Bernice 
VanderLoop, OSM

* Ferwerda, Dr. James

 Filip, mitchell

* Finn, mary L.
  In memory of Patrick Finn,  

S. M. Louise Lawinger, OSM

* Finnegan, gene & margaret

 Fitzpatrick, bernadette
  In memory of S. M. DeSales 

Fitzpatrick, OSM

 Floberg, rosemary
  In memory of Dewey Floberg, 

Nathan J. Vacho, Carmen & 
Tony Vacho

 Flood, Thomas e. & Laurie
  In memory of Edward & Fern 

Flood, Raymond & Christine 
Dohr

 Foscz, Fred a.
  In memory of Helen T. Foscz

* Fraher, rev. Leonard W.

 Franceschini, rev. eugene 
mark, osm

 Francois, Joan
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 Francois, Ken & ella

* Frawley-Lemire, maureen 

 Froats, John s.
  In honor of Martin & Cathy 

Appel

 Fucik, bill & Lolly
  In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM

 gahlinger, David L.

 galetka, mathilda (tilly)
  In memory of Albert Galetka, 

Joseph, Katherine & Leon 
Selonke

 gallagher, Helen
  In memory of James A. 

Gallagher

 gallagher, mary

 gansen, mary Therese

 gasker, mary m.

  In memory of S. Martha 
Kormendy, OSM, S. Sophia 
Jaskot, OSM

 gassman, Catherine

 geib, Donnell H.

 geisler, John & Zola
  In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM 

 gierok, roman e.
  In memory of Ethel Gierok

 gisch, mary J.
  In honor of Mary Devereux

* glass, robert L. & Dortha

 gnat, stephen J. & irene

 golat, Henry 

 gonyer, Leslie & eva
  In honor of S. M. De Lourdes 

Plourde, OSM
  In memory of S. M. Camillus 

Cote, OSM

 gooden, earl L. & bessie

 gores, Jerome H.
  In memory of John & Odelia 

Gores and brother John

 gorkowski, robert e.
  In memory Henry & Tekla 

Gorkowski

 gozola, anthony L.
  In memory of Rosella Gozola

 grace, Joan

* great Lakes advisors, LLC

 green, gregory & eileen

* gressle, Chuck
  In honor of S. M. Lucy Daniels, 

OSM
  In memory of Bill Phipps

 gribbon, John & susan
  In honor of Martin & Cathy 

Appel

 griffin, Dr. John r.

 griglak, michael
  In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM

 groothousen, marion a.

 gross, marcella

 groth, mike & peg

 guns, mark & Lorraine
  In memory of Tom Duchnowski

 guzik, agnes a.
  In memory of Ted Guzik

 Haag, Wayne F.

* Haas, William b. & viol

 Haasl, michael & mickie 
micklewright

  In memory of S. M. Bernice 
VanderLoop, OSM

 Hafner, genevieve t.
  In honor of S. Alice Henke, 

OSM

 Hagany, michael

 Hagen, rev. gerald a.

* Haidvogl, Harvey L.
  In memory of Betty N., Thomas 

& LaVerne A. Haidvogl

 Hall, garry D.
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 Hallen, marilyn L.
  In honor of Kim Feltman
  In memory of S. M. Wilhelmina 

Jahns, OSM

 Hanley, Thomas & Charlotte
  In memory of Fr. Clement M. 

Hanley, OSM

 Hansen, Jean a.
  In memory of Bob Hansen

 Hanson, Chris

 Hartman, Lawrence H.
  In honor/memory of family 

members

 Hasslinger, myrtle e.

 Hauber, anne m.
  In honor of Dorothy Krajewski, 

Martina Doell
  In memory of S. M. Bernice 

VanderLoop, OSM, Kevin 
Bosner, John Papietro, Mildred 
VanderLoop, CJ Schoen

 Hayek, John J.

 Hayes, Lyle n.

* Hegy, pierre m.

 Heidgen, Charles F. & mary 
ellen

* Heintz, mark & mary
  In honor of 2012 Incoming & 

Outgoing OSM Leadership 
Teams, OSM Sisters

  In memory of S. M. Joan 
LeBlanc, OSM, Heintz & 
Michels Families

 Hendricks, olive

 Hennessey, ann 
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 Hennessey, brian
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 Hennessey, Thomas
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

* Herkata, philippus H.

 Hessian, rev. roger J.
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

* Hill, merle J.
  In memory of Anne Hill, Tom 

Hill

* Hillenbrand, Thomas a. & 
sandra

  In honor of S. Doris Ann 
Samens, OSM, Martin & Cathy 
Appel

  In memory of S. Rosalie 
Hennessey, OSM

 Hinaus, mike & Kathleen

 Hinz, Cassie
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 Hinz, mary Jo
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 Hnath, Kathleen m.

 Hoffman, Carlton e.

 Hoffman, James & marilyn
  In honor of Martin & Cathy 

Appel

 Holles, s. Harriet, bvm

 Holmes, al & mary

 Holub, Frank & madeleine
  In honor of S. Ann Marie 

Caporale, OSM

 Holzhaeuser, William J. & 
mary Jo D.

 Houck, richard & mary ann

 Howard, anne
  In honor of the Ladysmith 

Servites
  In memory of the Servite Sisters, 

S. Rosalie Hennessey, OSM

 Huiras, paul
  In memory of Theresa Regina 

Huiras

 Hvizdak, mary gloria
  In memory of Michael S. 

Hvizdak

 idasek, sara
  In memory of Joseph Robert & 

Mary Anne Idasek

 indianhead Community 
action agency

 iverson, gloria e.

 iwasyk, John
  In honor of the Servite Sisters 

who taught me at St. Domitilla 
School

* Jackson, rev. James J.
  In honor of the Jackson Family
  In memory of Darrow & Mary 

Ann Jackson

* Jacques, Clara K.
  In honor/memory of family 

members

* Janis, bertha J.
  In honor of Dona Bolton, Sisters’ 

new residence
  In memory of Andrew & Phyllis 

Janis, Dan Janis, Willard 
Babcock, George & Josephine 
Stoeberl, Terry Thompson, Earl 
Malone, Jim Stoeberl, Frank 
Rosinski

* Janis, Laura J.
  In honor of S. Rita Stoeberl, 

OSM
  In memory of Peter J. Molling, 

Judge Jemison, Jr., William 
Blair 

 Jansen, Warren J.

 Jarvis, richard W.
  In memory of Norma Warren

 Jewison, s. Judy, op, reaLm
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 Joanis, ruth
  In memory of George Joanis

 Johnson, Don L.

* Johnson, gayle

 Johnson, roy e. & elizabeth J.
  In memory of Richard & 

Mildred Fandel

 Jones, mary irene

 Kading, patricia

 Kainz, susan F.
  In honor of Fr. Tim Wozniak
  In memory of Chester Wozniak

 Kane, nancy e.
  In honor of Martin & Catherine 

Appel

 Kasper, bernice F.
  In memory of Kasper Family

 Kasper, marie K.
  In honor of Margaret 

Schaubschlager, Mike Kasper, 
John Kasper

 Kauer, ronald & mary

 Kazek, Joseph a. & Joann
  In memory of Dana-Jo Kazek 

Markland

 Keating, patricia

 Kearney, patrick J. & 
Kathleen

 Keith, alice
  In memory of S. Martha 

Kormendy, OSM

 Kelley, patricia a.

 Kelly, Joseph H.

 Kelly, Linda a.

 Kelly, William & alice
  In memory of S. M. DeSales 

Fitzpatrick, OSM

 Kempen, Clifford J.

 Kennen, tammy

* Kester, Donald e.

 Keup, arthur J. & Luella m. 

 Kiefer, genevieve

* Kiernan, bernard a., Jr.
  In honor of unborn babies
  In memory of family members, 

Brian Sutter, victims of abortion

 Kish, Julius L.
  In honor of S. M. Robert 

Semerau, OSM

 Klemko, James & Joan
  In memory of Richard & 

Mildred Fandel

 Klimek, maryann

 Kline, Jeff & Kathy
  In memory of Helen & Louis 

Sandok

* Kline, richard & bernadine

* Knudsen, Donald & audry

 Koch, rev. michael r.
  In memory of Bishops and Priests 

of Diocese of Green Bay

 Kohlbeck, marvin g.

 Kohn, marlene
  In memory of Floyd J. Kohn, 

Annette & James Hajicek, Ladd 
Hajicek, Marie Dennis

 Kolkoski, armenta J.

* Kopil , rose b.
  In memory of Brady-Kopil 

Families

 Kormendy, Doris

 Kostick, roman & gertrude
  In memory of Cukla Family 

Members

 Kotten, mary K.
  In memory Jerome Kotten

 Kowalski, evelyn a.
  In memory of Steve Kowalski

 Krajewski, David

 Krajewski, Dorothy a.
  In honor of S. Bernice 

VanderLoop, OSM

 Krajewski, richard & 
Kathleen

  In honor of S. Mary John 
VanderLoop, OSM

  In memory of S. M. Bernice 
VanderLoop, OSM

* Krajewski, Thomas & Juna
  In memory of S. M. Bernice 

VanderLoop, OSM

 Krcma, Diane

 Kren, Joseph
  In honor of Hildegard Kren

* Kroll, John e.
  In memory of Joanie Kroll, 

Connie Vallee, Tom Moritz

 Kronhelm, gar D. & arlene
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 Kubisiak, John & Clara
  In memory of S. Dorothy 

Kubisiak, SSJ-TOSF

 Kucan, george & virginia
  In honor of the Sisters who 

served at St. Paul’s, Weirton,  
W. Va.

* Kunkel, John (Jack) & Karen
  In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM

 Kurszewski, ernest v.

 Kurth, noreen

 Kurz, Jan

* Kurzeka, richard a. & Kathie
  In memory of Marven & 

Margaret Kurzeka

* Kvidahl, margaret a.
  In honor of the Servite Sisters, 

especially those who served in 
New Jersey

 Kvist, Don & audrey
  In memory of S. M. Bernice 

VanderLoop, OSM, Marie 
Haasl, Eunice Rybicki, Eileen 
Rotta

 Lakawitch, steve & eileen
  In memory of S. M. DeSales 

Fitzpatrick, OSM

* Langenfeld, gerald m.
  In honor of Gerald & Betty
  In memory of Gladys L.

 Lantta, gary & Jill
  In memory of S. M. Bernice 

VanderLoop, OSM

* Lasack, Leonard F.
  In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Louis 

G. Lasack, Al Best

 Leboeuf, sr. Claire
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

* Leniewski, Leonard W.

 Lepeska, Dorothy
  In memory of Albertina Breier

 Levy, Lowell K. & Delores

* Liebig, gene

* Lieser, betty
  In honor of 2012 Servite 

Jubilarians S. Casimira 
Benbenek, S. M. Lucy Daniels, 
S. Marguerite Samz, S. 
Geraldine Schulte, & S. Mary 
John VanderLoop

  In memory of William & Cecilia 
Ryan

 Livingston, Homer & margery
  In memory of S. M. Robert 

Semerau, OSM

 Lodermeier, Clarice

* Loftus, robert & mary Jo
  In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM, S. Rosalie 
Hennessey, OSM, Helen Kay 
Sirek, Dolores Thomalla

* Lopez, Luis a.
  In memory of Coralia R. Lopez

 Love, nina r.

 Lovett, Lee
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 Lovett, marjorie C.
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 Luchi, michael J.

* Luplow, maryann H.
  In honor of 2012 Servite 

Jubilarians S. Casimira 
Benbenek, S. M. Lucy Daniels, 
S. Marguerite Samz, S. 
Geraldine Schulte, & S. Mary 
John VanderLoop

  In memory of S. M. Joan 
LeBlanc, OSM, Steven Priggee

 Lynch, marie

* machac, rita a.
  In honor/memory of family and 

friends

 macrohon, Delia v.
  In honor/memory of family and 

friends

 maertz, bernice C.

 maher, steven a.

 malaise, gordon & elenore

* manor, susan m.
  In memory of Lorraine Michels, 

Patricia Stelzer

 mark, Dolores m.
  In memory of Norman L. Mark

* martin, patrick
  In memory of Donna Martin,  

S. M. DeSales Fitzpatrick, OSM

 mascia, pat & Karin
  In memory of Pat & Emmett 

Helin

* matson, glenn C. & Helen
  In memory of Gertrude 

Michaelson, Eleanor Clausen

 maule, John & Dorothy
  In honor of S. Mary Alice 

Willems, OSM

 maurin, Dennis & Faye
  In memory of Dan Bolner, Sr.

* mayer, Don & brenda
  In memory of S. M. Ambrose 

Vogel, OSM

 mayer, mr. & mrs. Joseph r.

 mayer, William t.
  In honor of S. Rosemary Mayer, 

OSM

 mcCool, raymond & mary
  In honor of S. Virginia 

Schwartz, OSM

 mcCormack, myron t., Jr.

 mcCormick, patrick & 
Frances

  In memory of S. M. Bernice 
VanderLoop, OSM

* mcDermott, richard p. & 
Doris a.

  In memory of Joseph & Mildred 
Reichert, Leonard & Bertha 
McDermott

 mcelroy, Lucille L.

 mcginley, s. noreen, osm

* mcginnis, John e. & mary
  In honor of Blessed Mother Mary

 mcglone, Kathleen

 mcmurrer, Carol J.

 mcnamara, Jim t. & marge
  In memory of S. Michaeleen 

McNamara, OSM

 mcnamara, rev. John p.

 mcnulty, betty
  In honor of S. M. Christina 

Gelting, OSM
  In memory of Howard McNulty

* mcpeak, gerald
  In honor of Elzibeth Hude, 

Patty Hude

 mcWatters, Dorothy

 merrill, Dean & mary
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 meulemans, very rev. edward

 meyer, angela r.

 mezera, Francis J. & betty

* mianecki, alice m.

 michael, rosemarie
  In memory of Daniel M. Curlik

 michaelson, max J., sr.
  In memory of Gertrude 

Michaelson

 mikunda, Jim & Cathy

* moffett, James & Helen
  In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM, Martin & 
Catherine Appel

 moreau, Kathy
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM, S. M. Bernice 
VanderLoop, OSM

* morgan, bill & mary Lee
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 morley, al

 mueller, andrew C.

 mueller, pearl m.
  In memory of F. Wm. Mueller, 

Frederick W. Mueller, Jr.

 muench, ann m.

 muench, Louis g. & Doris
  In memory of S. Mary Arlene 

Hendricks, OSM

 murphy, Finian J. & Donna
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM 

* murphy, Hon. sheila m.

 murray, edward & mary

* myrick, Janet e.
  In memory of J. & S. Lovallen, 

Earl Lammer

 nabbefeldt, ronald

 nazer, raymond J.

 nelsen, irene
  In memory of Michael and 

Matthew

 neumann, Ken & Jan
  In memory of Magdalene 

Tennessen, Rozana Peterson

* neumayer, John J.

* nicholas, James e.

 nickel, rev. Leander F.

* nicolini, Leo
  In honor of the Servants of Mary 

Sisters

* niehus, James e.
  In memory of Celestine 

Elizabeth Niehus

 nolan, Francis a.
  In memory of family members

* norrbom, Kay

 norys, Deacon stephen & gail
  In honor of Martin & Cathy 

Appel

 novak, george
  In honor of S. Paula Jaworski, 

OSM

 novotny, John
  In memory of Joe Cicha, Jr., 

Daniel Pavlik

 obey, Hon. David & Joan

 oblates of st. Francis de sales

 o’brien, gertrude m.
  In memory of S. M. Bernice 

VanderLoop, OSM

* ogan, mark F.
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 okonek, Dorothy m.
  In memory of Charles N. 

Okonek

 olsen, James i.

 olson, bobbie

 olson, gerald a.

 opalensky, aldona
  In memory of John Opalensky

 orler, Karen m.

* ornberg, robert & mary
  In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM, S. Rosalie 
Hennessey, OSM

 ottolino, rita D.
  In memory of Joseph Ottolino

 palzkill, Carl

 pamperin, steven J. & susan

 pankowski, Joseph m.

* pasko, paul, & Laverne
  In honor of Martin & Cathy 

Appel

 passe, John D. & barbara a.

 paulsen, rev. Harold 

* pavlik, Florence
  In honor of Tyler Pavlik
  In memory of Ed Pavlik

 paz, Cecilia
  In memory of S. M. Angela 

Caccamo, OSM

* pazhukkathar, rev. shaji 
Joseph

* pempek, John m. & evelyn
  In memory of Jeneane K. 

Pempek 

* percy, James n.
 In memory of S. Rosalie Hennessey, 

OSM

 perez, Jose m.

 perlenfien, otto

* perry, bernadette e.

 peters, Craig Family
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 peterson, ronald

 pettersson, elizabeth b.
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 pfalzgraf, Joseph J. & Kay
  In memory of Teresa & Jacob 

Pfalzgraf, Irene Carlson

* pfister, Dick & Carol
  In honor of Martin & Cathy 

Appel
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 pflugi, John n. & Yvonne

 pias, Larry & Donna
  In memory of the Fergus & Pias 

Families

* piñeiro, manuel & amparo
  In honor of S. Theresa Sandok, 

OSM

 pintens, patricia

* poeske, rudolph a.
  In memory of Lillian Poeske

 pondell, stanley & marie

* porwoll, Kenneth & mary 
ellen

 powell, rev. edward
  In honor of S. Casimira 

Benbenek, OSM. and her 
classmates (my students)

 prince, Carolyn a.
  In memory of S. M. Roberta 

Prince, OSM, Joseph Prince

 prince, rosella ann

* process, Joann b.

 Quade, Donald

 racanelli, margaret e.
  In memory of Julian & Irma 

Bragg

 rainer, raymond r. & 
Josephine

 rakowski, Jude

* rambosek, mary m.

 ramis, David J.
  In memory of family & friends

 raupp, Clara
  In memory of Theodore Raupp, 

Mr. & Mrs. John Bugner

 reed, Doris J.
  In honor of S. Theresa Sandok, 

OSM

* reeves, gerry H., CLU
  In memory of Edith Reeves

 regnier, John e. & eva mae

 reichert, betty
  In memory of relatives

* reidy, patrick W.
  In honor of the Ladysmith 

Servite Sisters’ Centennial

 reilly, Howard a.

 reul, Jody
  In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM

 rhodes, Dr. Helen K.
  In memory of Ivy Sykes

 rhodes, Joseph L.
  In memory of Rhodes Family

 riccio, Loretta m.
  In honor of S. Loretta Lonsdorf, 

OSM
  In memory of Loretta & George 

McCarthy

* rice, maria
  In memory of Mary Rose Rice

 riemer, Lorraine a.

 rockwell, Fred D. & elizabeth
  In memory of Schellhaus & 

Rockwell Families

* rockwell, raymond J.

 rogers, allison

* rogers, Jerome & Jolene
  In memory of Frances Rogers 

Family

* romero, maria encarna b.

* rosolowski, blanche
  In memory of Leo Rosolowski, 

Mildred VanderLoop, Mark 
Barna, Benjamin Kalmous, US 
Army SSG Joseph Altmann, 
Verneal Verdegan, S. Rosalie 
Hennessey, OSM

 rotta, Francis
  In honor of 2012 Servite 

Jubilarians S. Casimira 
Benbenek, S. M. Lucy Daniels, 
S. Marguerite Samz, S. 
Geraldine Schulte, & S. Mary 
John VanderLoop

 rottach, valerie

 rubbelke, rev. ronald J.

 ryan, Kathleen
  In memory of Lisa Cox and her 

friend Keith

 rydlund, Lavonne m.

 saelens, martha

 saint Juliana ossm 
Community, Ladysmith, 
Wis.

  In honor of 2012 Servite 
Jubilarians S. Casimira 
Benbenek, S. M. Lucy Daniels, 
S. Marguerite Samz, S. 
Geraldine Schulte, & S. Mary 
John VanderLoop

* saladino, Kathleen buzicky
  In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM, S. Rosalie 
Hennessey, OSM

* salajka, Jane
  In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM, Martin &  
Cathy Appel

 samens, s. Doris ann, osm
  In honor of Martin & Cathy 

Appel

* samz, michael J. & patricia

 sanchez, manuel

 sandok, mary r.

* sanford, eva m.
  In honor of Servants of Mary 

Sisters
  In memory of Russell, Peter, 

Pamela Sanford

 santilli, mrs. bill

* santillo, esther F.
  In memory of Samuel Santillo

 sazama, Janice m.

 schaeppi, greg & rose
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 schafer, bertha

 schallau, James & marjorie
  In memory of S. Josephine 

Peterson, OSM

 schaller, Laverne & rose

 schauz, Joseph F. & Cheryl

 schillinger, edwin J.

 schliep, vera
  In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM

 schmaltz, marcella a.
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 schmitt, James W.

 schraufnagel, Dolores

 schultz, Kenneth & mary

 schumacher, mary
  In memory of Norbert 

Schumacher

 schwaighart, Kathleen
  In memory of Burnham & 

Margaret Philbrook

 scott, Dianne & gene 
mcDougall

  In memory of Harold & Victoria 
Kramer, Michael Kramer

 scovell, Wayne e.
  In honor of S. Loretta Lonsdorf, 

OSM

 seis, eugene & Doris
  In honor of the Servants of Mary
  In memory of the Seis & Raubals 

Families

 selin, Dick & rita
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 sellars, Linda m.

 selonke, Florence
  In memory of Leon Selonke, 

Henry Busse
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* senander, John (Jack) D.
  In memory of Cathleen Overlie

 shakal, Clarence & Theresa
  In honor of the Servants of Mary

 sides, robert & Julie
  In honor of S. M. Lucy Daniels, 

OSM
  In memory of S. M. Joan 

LeBlanc, OSM

* siegenthaler, Joan m.

* sieja, michael & Linda
  In honor of the Sieja & 

Styczinski Families

 silvis, Curt & Jacene

 sirek, Helen Kay
  In honor of the 2012 Servite 

Golden Jubilarians S. Casimira 
Benbenek, S. Sandra DeGidio, 
S. Lois Reichert, S. Marguerite 
Samz, S. Mary Alice Willems

  In memory of S. Vivian Mayer, 
OSM

 sisko, andrew & Helene

* skroski, mr. & mrs. James C.
  In memory of Charles & Agnes 

Skroski, Marcella & Elmer 
Wieland

 skubal, tony J.

 smith, Craig t.
  In honor of Edward & Carroll 

Smith

 smith, Kevin & Dr. rebecca

 smith, reginald b.

 snyder, Joseph v. & rita
  In memory of baby Angela, Peter 

& Our “Lost” Babies

 soderberg, eileen
  In memory of Arthur “Pat” 

Soderberg

 spindler, James r. & nancy

 spooner, grace

 st. Louis, veronica

* stangler, William J.

 stankus, ronne a.

* stearns, Jerry & marilyn
  In memory of Diane Stearns, 

Loretta Gudis, S. M. Joan 
LeBlanc, OSM, S. M. Bernice 
VanderLoop, OSM, S. Rosalie 
Hennessey, OSM

* steinbuch, Darrell a.

 stephenson, robert J.

* sterba, mary e.
  In memory of Mary Perczynski

 stoeberl, Joann m.

 stoffel, Larry g.

 straney, bernadette
  In honor of S. Mary Pat Hill, 

OSM, S. Marguerite Samz, 
OSM

  In memory of S. Bonnie Straney, 
OSM

 streeter, elizabeth
  In memory of Bill Streeter, Sr.  

& Bill Streeter, Jr.

* sumstad, patricia
  In memory of S. M. Roberta 

Prince, OSM, S. M. Peter 
Prince, OSM, S. M. Charles 
Prince, OSM

 szarzynski, rita m.
  In memory of S. M. Stephen 

Koller, OSM, Don Szarzynski

 tanner, merniejane

* tarasewicz, Leonard & Judith
  In memory of Scott Tarasewicz

 tedesco, victor J.

* temming, michael J. & 
Kathleen

 Thatcher, Charles L.& Linda
  In honor of the Servite Sisters 

who taught me at St. Joseph 
School, Carteret, N.J.

 Thery, sally a.

 Thiel, virginia
  In memory of Leonard J. Thiel, 

Sr.

 Thoen, shirley m.
  In memory of John & Patricia 

Bachand

* Thomalla, Dolores F.
  In memory of Leo Thomalla, 

Joseph Briggs, S. Margarita 
Wiener, OSF

 tobin, malcolm & Florence
  In memory of S. Rosalie 

Hennessey, OSM

 tomko, Thomas

* tomlinson, robert

 towers, Lee W. & Charlotte

 towne, emma
  In memory of Emilia Nieveras

 trauscht, mary agnes
  In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM

 trese, Jane

 trujillo, John J.
  In memory of S. Francilene Van 

de Vyver, CSSF

* truschke, Jo ann

 tyberend, marian
  In honor of Millie

 valadez, viola

 valois, brother Kenneth, svD

 vanderLoop, gina
  In honor of S. Mary John 

VanderLoop’s important work

* vandervest, patrick

 varien, annette
  In honor of S. Dominica Effertz, 

OSM

 vavasis, pauline
  In honor of Martin & Catherine 

Appel

 vavra, paul p.

* vellante, Delia C.

* vercimak, irene C.
  In memory of Michael Vercimak, 

Jeanie Sulek

 verdegan, evelyn
  In memory of Joe Altmenns

 verdegan, pam
  In memory of Alice Kromrey

 vergara, Chu

 verkuilen, robert a.
  In honor of Helen Verkuilen

* villafana, David
  In honor of my parents and 

grandparents
  In memory of Elizabeth Flowers

 vinopal, ina C.
  In honor of Joseph Vinopal, Sr.

 vitarius, Josephine

 volk, phyllis L.
  In honor of S. Doris Ann 

Samens, OSM

* voss, irma
  In honor of Sisters’ new residence

 Wald, John r.

 Walters, ernest J.
  In memory of Walters & Fahrner 

families

* Walters, Winnifred H.
  In memory of Fred Walters, 

Karl Walters, Andrew & Dora 
Schwartz

 Webb, Donald v.

* Weeks, angela turney

 Weinert, Conrad & Theresa

* Weisbrod, robert & marie
  In memory Charlie & Delphine 

Weisbrod

 Weiskircher, terrence J.

* Welle, richard n.

 Werner & bernadette 
amerongen Charitable Fund 
of the Catholic Community 
Foundation

* Werner, robert r. & Lee

 Werner, stephen C.

* Westom, Don
  In memory of S. Martha 

Kormendy, OSM

 Widmar, ann marie
  In memory of S. Frances 

Wanbaugh, OSM

* Widmar, John F. & mary
  In memory of S. Frances 

Wanbaugh, OSM

 Willger, rev. gerard i.

 Willger, Joseph p. & beverly
  In honor of Evelyn Samonski
  In memory of Paul A. Samonksi

 Winger, mr. & mrs. Carl r.

 Witkauskas, John

 Woessner, mary

* Wolf, John H., Jr.
  In memory of Mr.& Mrs. John 

H. Wolf, Sr.

 Wolniak, robert t. & Donna

 Wooden, robert p. & Carol
  In honor of S. Sharon McCathy, 

OSM

* Wozniak, rev. timothy J.
  In memory of Chester Wozniak

 Xcel energy Foundation 
matching program

 Zgonc, Jennifer Lynn

* Ziemer, Dr. John & Deborah

 Zimmerman, gary, Faia
  In memory of Vincent & 

LeVerne Zimmerman, William 
& Norma Engelhardt, William 
& Gaylyn Stemper

 Zohimsky, John b.
  In memory of Frank Zohimsky

 Zoromski, Donald & Carrie
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Sister Theresa Sandok, OSM

women once again pronounced religious vows and dedicated 
themselves to lives of compassionate service.

And that’s just the first seven years of our 100-year history. 
The next 93 years were equally challenging and rewarding, and 
the characters equally colorful. Like, for example, Sister Joseph, 
a night nurse at St. Mary’s Hospital, who took pity on a man 
who came to the hospital late one night asking for food. She 
later discovered that the person to whom she had served ham 
and eggs was the notorious outlaw John Dillinger, on his way to 
his Northwood’s hideout.

Or Sister Stanislaus who, on a begging expedition for dona-
tions to support the Ladysmith hospital, met a farmer who was 
reluctant to contribute. He told her, “You can have the runt 
pig if you can catch it.” So she bribed the man’s children with 
the promise of a holy card to all who joined in the chase and a 
religious medal to the one who caught the critter, and she went 
home with the pig.

Or, in more recent times, Sister Rosalie, who was equally 
inventive at getting people to contribute to a worthy cause. She 
headed up Alpha House of Tampa, a home for pregnant and 
parenting women in crisis. In a tribute following her death last 
year, Steve Otto, a columnist for the Tampa Tribune, wrote of 

how she would call him at least once a month to eat noodles 
at her favorite Thai restaurant and then pitch her latest project 
for a column, “from migrant worker camps in Wimauma to 
underweight babies in Tampa’s urban slums.”

Looking back, we Servite Sisters can see how blessed our 
years have been and how all that we have managed to accom-
plish in the service of the Gospel has been done with the grace 
of God and the gracious help of the countless people who have 
been part of our journey.

Looking forward, we see, as St. Paul says, only through a 
glass, darkly. Here and there we detect faint glimmerings of 
what the future may have in store for us. As the daughters of 
those pioneer women who set foot in Ladysmith 100 years ago, 
those gallant women who always put the needs of others before 
concern for themselves, whose deep faith, quick wit, and joyful 
spirit saw them through many a fix, I am confident that we, too, 
will meet the challenges of our time, with the grace of God and 
the gracious help of you, our friends and partners in ministry.




